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*It.They =‘i>P“'2/ramly do they combme m an 

tffortto change them- flian that. They 

Men appear to see ^ *'f.^,,,,ole otsvluch they are 
have an uncertain out towards a reahty 
a part, and they which they cannot grasp. 

Xh they feel "en manifests itself m all 

This divine ducont^ ,1,,. ,oaal environ- 
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ment in J ^ts in their minds. _ 

of the ideal whic enormous transforming power, 

These ideologic g-oin dull clods 

and they frequ^ 1 r to undergo a kind of 

of wayrvard thetvilling and tireless agents 

second birth ana 



Ncir Tj’rannics for Old 

of the “stem, remorseless, sweet idea’ which h^ 
captured their imaginations. Unsuspected stores 
moral and creative energy arc released in them^ 
they not infrequently become intolerable bores, of w oin 


is the salt of tlie eartli. , 

Our British Socialist movement was founded an 
nurtured by men and women of this type. There are 
other illustrations in both religious and secular b^to^ • 
Under the energizing influence of an idea, David c 
shepherd boy becomes King of Israel, Mahomet, ^ c 
young camel driver of Arabia, establishes tlie rehgio^ 
of Islam, Columbus discovers America, and the aboli 
tionists abolish slavery. 

As of men, so of communities. Sometimes wbo|c 
nations surrender themselves to a racial idea, a patriotic 
ambition or a political programme. And the idea that 
moves them may be neither true nor noble. Mass 
hysteria is only rarely discriminative. The victims of a 
captivating ideology consistently drive it through all 
the facts and they are quick to stone anyone imprudent 
enough to try to disturb their illusions. Until compaiu- 
tiyely recently, every healthy American believed tliat 
to country was immune from those cycles of economic 
d^ression that attacked other lands. He believed that 
. od s oryn country,” America the golden, was assured 
o increasing and undisturbed progress ; and the econo- 
mic student who was not convinced was not argued 
refuted, he -was just pitied and ignored, 
e ng sh people have also lived in a similar illusory 
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world. Our TjZi 

through. tU 

so certain as they ^ ^^^g^rous illusion. 

land may he a ^ patriotic nonsense, declared 

Kiphng, who wrot , on our side, the abiding 

*at «c «rc ; «d tor us a path- 

oceans fight, earth.” • . . 

„ay to the ends otaU * rival ideologies is 

The strengdi— and th ohtical phenomena, 

tlie dominant ^ Sociafism has become a secular 

In Germany ^^^“"^oMessiah. The Germans have 

religion with a home- ^^oc as tlic 

—so tliey ^ t Qod, with such a wde field 

chosen people ;thoug hy^^^^^ 

of selection. shouW h it I have to choose 

heaven alone hnmv General Goermg, 

betiveen the prop^ nnaccustomed and 

unqualified °^*?^^"^\otalitarian states of Europe that 
this dangerous ideo ^ 

J^'^rcestmworship and monarchical idolatry.^ 
nonofanc ^nlitarian states there exists no irrc- 

^'nlSe iSalry. because they are all based upon the 
'slftadSIenTi ideas; the real the P— and 
uTappeasable rivalry is benveen them and the ideology 
ot die democratic countries of Europe, the United, 


11 



Nor grannies Jor Old 

States of America, and the British dominions. The 
differences that di^dde the totalitanan and the dem^ 
cratic states are not only in the form, but also m the 
aim and purpose of government. The aim 
is the happiness and the freedom of the mdmdual; the 
totahtarian ideology involves both the suppression o 
indmdual liberties and the uncriticized doi^ation o 
the State. The ancient despotic kings said ‘T ^ 

State,” Hitler, Mussolini, and the ivhole brood ot 
t>Tants say, “We are the State, and the people must do 
our iv-ill.” “Governments,” declares the Declaration ot 
Independence, “derive their just powers from the 
consent of the governed.” That is the very heart ^ 
purpose of Democracy ; it is for us at this time the aw 
and the prophets ; it is the Ten Commandments all m 
one, and it is that for which we shall fight until we have 
all died and ended. 

X.et me give an additional emphasis to the kinship o 
those ideas which are fundamental in the totahtanan 
states. They all believe that the end justifies the means , 
in all of them a section rule over a coerced and subdued 
whole. All of them rule by violence; all of them pervert 
the human soul to the decisions of a ruling oligarchy 
deified as the State, and all of them either imprison, 
excommuiucate, or “liquidate” those w'ho retain and 
exercise any quality of independent judgment. 

Agreeing as they do in the fundamental ideas of 
government, the dictators do not greatly difier in 
method. Whether his name be Stalin, NIussolim, or 
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The dictators have also altered world valuK 
creation of a new religion of racial primacy. th y 
and their feUow conspirators are not eternal. They 
the products of the troubled age in which we hve. 
When nations boil the scum always rises to. the top. 
They, like everything else that lives, are the spor o 


change and decay : ' 

“Like the flies of later Spring 
That lay their eggs and sting and sting 
They have their day and pass away.” 


What should be the attitude of the democratic 
peoples to the totalitarian ideologies of our time. 
Should it be acceptance, indifference or resistance. All 
of the dictator states claim that they are the pioneere of 
a finer civilization; that they have produced complete 
unity ivithin their own territories, and if spiritual death 
is unity the claim may be allowed. Japan asserts that her 
civilizing mission in China is to deliver that great people 
from the rule of Russian Communism, and both Hitler 
and Mussolini are civilizing Spain at the present time. 

Let us look at the various totalitarian systems in the 
order of their appearance. Russia began a system of 
totcditarianism which Italy copied and Germany 
imitated. Historically, Fascism was a counter-revolu- 
tion to Communism, and its method was much the 
same. Communism aimed to “liquidate” the hated 
bourgeoise. Fascism to liquidate or imprison the left- 
tving propagandist. In this questionable field of 
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from the combination and interaction of political 
passions, economic misery, and psychological strain. 
In the field of politics the dictated treaties added to 
the inevitable bitterness of defeat; forced cessions of 
territory smarted like the amputations of a limb; _ 
armies of occupation were an ever-present humihation ; 
military and financial controls entrenched in the 
capitals of vanquished states were a perpetual reminder 
of a foreign yoke; the attribution of sole guilt for the 
outbreak of war to the losing side, outraged the feelings 
of peoples deeply convinced that they had fought for 
their existence against malevolent foes. The Continent 
was sundered into tw’o camps: the victors determined 
to keep what they had won; the vanquished longing to 
recover all or part of what they had lost. . . . The 
conflict left a continent in ruins, as if a tornado had 
swept across the land.”^ 

We should also remember, when we criticize these 
authoritarian ideologies, that in one of the states 
concerned. Democracy in any form had never existed, 
and that in the others it had not had the necessary 
time to strike deep roots. We have behind our otvn 
fumbling efforts in self-government, centuries of steady 
development towards democratic responsibility and 
administrative experience. We are trained to the habit 
of demand and of compromise, and tolerance of 
opinions which differ from our own, fits us like a 
well-cut garment. 

^ Dictatorship in Theosy tmd Practice, pp. 4-5. 
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Webbs, “was in tlie matter of morals 

very much where Britain and France stoo 

There had never been in Russia, ather ge 

tion or individual freedom. The Czars ruled wi^ t 

knout, exile, and the scaffold, 

ends continued, practices that he had m ^ 

do not gather grapes from thorns nor figs fron^ 

I have ne\'er been able to accept 
Russian Communism, and I am certain ^ ^ 

earliest zeal it was the very reverse of what we m ^ 

Democracy, and some of its actions 55- 

the minds of Socialists throughout the embar^^ 

ment if not complete disillusionment. But om 
pracdcc is not static, and it is gradually, but con 
ously, modifying its administration and e.xtending 
liberties of the Russian people. The new consUtu o 
adnuttedly a great political document, and ro 
much additional freedom may come. 

hly chief difficulty in regard to Commumst theoi 7 
its claim to sanctity and finality. It is rigid, an ^ 
question it is to commit a sin against the 
verities. Marxian idcolog>' is regarded as the ark ° , 

Sorict cov'cnant, to be looked upon ■with awe an 
obeyed, but not to be modified or questioned. Lcnm 
declared tiiat “every revolutionary movement must 
have a rcvolutionaiy theory” and that Soviet theory is 
based on the pliilosophy' of Karl Marx. As Mr. F. A- 
Voigt points out in his very able but painfully biasc 
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averted 

world. Well, that is lyhere l g ^ theoretical 

The Russian ideology ^ particularly m its 

aog^a ivhieh, in sonie -pect. v 

attitude to of Communism IS to aboh 

Socialist outlook. is continuously to adap 

the State; the aim that “the more demo- 

. n npeds Lenin decl rines it begin to 

it to our neetis. rapidly does n b 

cratic the State • ^ there is no freedom. 

wither aivay. While th State, and 

-When there is freedom the U.S.S.R. said 

Stalin at the S^^^^'^^heriS away of the State . . • 
that “we are for the to prepare the 

to keep on State power ; Aat 

conditions for the the State, hke the frog 

is tlieMandst formul • ^ ts, because 

in the fable, is to be m away. 

' “when there is only one is therefore not 

The theory of outlook and traimng can 

one that Sociahsts of our 

accept. . establish a new economic order, 

In practice It seeks t uniqueness. It is 

and this in thought and method; 

related to Tasa Poitry en^ Anarchism, pp. 73, 74- 

1 Quoted by Herbert , 
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“Both seek to remould rev^u- 

party to capture the machine of ^t ^^otional 
tionary violence, and both res emotion 

«the"*an apon an inteUnctual bj- ty 
of the Fascist is racial nationahsm sti bourgeois 

theviolenceofthecommunistatt^ko 
and national tradition, and p ^ sji 

unjust treatment or unfulfilled racia es 

The emotion of tlie Communist is that ^gjn 

ment against the expropriating closes. 
are Messianic in outlook ; and, as r. . • 

remarked, both have enthroned tlie will of th 
man above the individual conscience an ’ J 
the pragmatic test, the authoritanamsm „ 

Germany is as true as is the Commumsm o 

The Fascism of Italy comes second m ^ 
sequence and it, too, can be traced bac ' ^ establish 

of Hegel. The great German thinker sought to 
the hegemony of tlie Spirit or the Idea. Marx s ° 
theory on its head and upon it he based his teac ^ 
the dominance of the proletariat in the State, u^s 
was not consciously indebted to Hegel ; liis teac 
Dr. Finer has shown in his interesting book Musso i 
Italy, were Schopenhauer, Nictsche, Sorel, and Mac a^ 
velli. His cue for action was, how'ever, the examp e o 
the Russian revolution. Pretending to hate its theories, 
he copied its methods. 

^ Round Table, June 1 938. 
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IU,„! Itoloa‘“ ' Mmsolini was 

The ideal and the political party. 

threefold in chataetet^a^^^^S “"‘'^“”?,1he ’cover of 
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tarian states that I _ control of the machine , 
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remorseless drive o • s in this country 

and British ^ppoar in onr own land. 
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There was, however, very little of tlic hero about 
Mussolini. ^Vhat he led in Italy was not a revo ^ 
but a coup d'etat. None of the hai-dships of 
or the dangers of tlie barricades for him. f j 
more restful technique. The saviour of Italy a v:m 
upon Rome valiantly and implacably in the cr 
discomfort of a sleeping car, run by worlanen v o 
liberties he stole and ■whose leaders he liquidate • ^ 
Moreover, if, as is alleged, anarchy prevai c m 
Italy, why should Mussolini of all people ocn 

shocked by it? He was, and probably still is, an 
anarchist himself. His declared aim was not to streng 
then the State, but to destroy it. Two years before e so 
laboriously descended upon Rome — on April 6, 1920 
according to Professor Borghese on whose interesting 
book on Italy 1 have drawn for this chapter Musso im 
declared that: “I start from the individual and strike 
at the State. Down ■with the State in all its forms an 
incarnations. The State of yesterday and of to-morrotv, 
the bourgeois State and the Socialist State. In tire gloom 
of to-day and the darkness of to-morrow', the only faith 
that remains to us as indi^viduals destined to die, is the 
at present absurd but ever-consoling religion of 
anarchy.”! 

The adorers of Mussolini in our own country do not 
ask him to trouble his conscience with enquiries as to 
whether his noisy affirmations of to-day are consistent 
■with his certitudes of yesterday. Enough for them is the 
! Borghese, Goliath, p. 224. 
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Fascist experiment in Italy itself. There arc do^btl^s 
gains to record as well as losses to lament, but things do 
not appear to be going too ivcll. Mussolini s , 

partner has already deceived him. Perhaps he a ca y 
reflects upon the adtdee given by his master— Maewa- 
velli ; 


“A prince must be careful never to mabe company 
with one more powerful dian he in attacking o ers, 
unless necessity compels him . - • because once ey 
have won, he remains at the discretion o e 
stronger, and being at the discretion of others is what 
princes should shun to the utmost of their power. 

And because Mussolini neglected tliis adsice, tlie 
Italian people know that the pickelhaube can once 
more be seen on the Brenner Pass. 

When we turn from the Itahan to the German theory 
and practice of totalitarianism, we leave the deplorable 
for the contemptible. In Italy Fascism is only depart- 
mentaUy authoritarian. It has not, to the same degree, 
succumbed to Hider’s mad delirium of race. It does 
not ascribe to itself supernatural attributes. German 
National Socialism is a national, although a secular, 
religion; and it is characteristically intolerant and 
fanatical. The Italian people have already a religion of 
their oivn, and they do not propose to make a Pope of 
Mussolini. There is at present, no vacancy. 

Hitler was not the originator of the German Nazi 
* Quoted by Borgbese, Goliath, p. 380. 
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Sodalist Movement, coUapsed like a deflated paper bag. 

Since August 1 934, Hitler has been at the hea 
German State. In what respect has Germany 
improved? She has gained Adolf Hitler and she 
lost her soul, and in the place of the old free Germany, 
the revered home of science, music, and ^ 

she has descended to the practice of a crude tn 
idolatry. The liberal Constitution of Weimar h^ be 
suppressed, tliere is a drilled and subservient Reichstag, 
which registers ivithout debate or question w amve 
is placed before it, inconvenient colleagues have been 
“Hquidated,” the courts are the obedient tools _ot tne 
executive, and Germany’s once famous imiversities me 
to-day mere nurseries of Nazi ideology and propagan a. 

There have been bloodier revolutions than the 
German revolution, but there has never been a meaner 
one. No Jew had ever wTonged Adolf Hitler, u 
under his racial fanaticism the German people, w o 
loved and honoured Goethe, revered Kant, and w o 
produced a long line of musicians and philosopher, 
applaud the ^vrongs^done in their name to a race which, 
is at least as great as their own. The current ideology 
of Germany is described for us by General Goeiing . 


“We Nazis believe that in political affairs Adolf 
Hitler is infallible, just as the Roman .Gatliolic 
believes that in religious matters the Pope is infal- 
lible. His will is my law.”^ 

^ Gcrmarff Reborn. 
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power as Goebbels, “is not who is right, 

important tlnng, declared that the racc- 

but who wins.” measure of all our thoughts 

bound national soul is values,” wlule 

and aspiration^ diej at the 350th anniver- 

Rust, the Reich Coltos U 

sary but only as Germans.” Three 

never teach the same university mvited 

hundred years Benedict Spinoza to go to 

the excommunicate J ^ Bim freedom of teach- 

Heidelberg ^vhere it gnar . occasions repre- 

ing. The contrast be^d ^f a people who once 
sents the cultural decu 

loved troth and that no matter how 
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must grieve Communist theorists to reflect 
original untainted Soviet faith was to secure 
wthering away of the State” and ^^t Stahn is no 
advocating “the highest development of the pow 
the State.”i hir. Carr remarhs that the philosophy 
these totalitarian states is fuU of totem words such ^ 
the “proletariat” and ‘^das voW' and that in all ot them 
“the central authority, masquerading now as 
State, now as the Party, holds the reins.” The "^a ry 
which exists between these states is therefore super cia 
and it may prove to be only a temporary condihom 
The rivalry which is fundamental and irreconcilably 
is that which exists between totalitarianism in a i 
forms and the ideology and practice of Democracy. 
Between these two conflicting views of life there ny^er 
has been, and there never can be peace. What en 
shall we do? How must the danger to the whole system 
of political and civic liberties which have been won y 
centuries of trial and error be met? I suggest that our 
first duty is to avoid participation in the ideologica 
war which is now proceeding between Fascism an 
Communism and, with all our strength, prepare to 
defend our own freedom. “Evil men and impostors 
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being 
deceived. But abide thou in the things which thou hast 
learned, and hast been assured of.”® 

^Vhat do these totalitarian experiences suggest to our 
minds? Is it not that we must be increasingly vigilant 
Quoted by E. H. Carr. ’ II Timothy ui. I3-14' 
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to develop out of the old feudaHsm and ecclesi^tiasm 
of the Middle Ages. It was then sometlnng of a blessing , 
we have allowed it to develop on wrong lines an i 
now a danger to the very spirit of developnient. 

Democracy is so strongly set in our soil that its r 
^vill not easily be tom up. Let us therefore not succum 
to an enervating depression of the spirit and the in • 
Ecclesiastics said many centuries ago that the c ou 
return after the rain”; but I say to you in the dar 
days in which we are Uwng, that the clouds ivill pass, 
-and the sun isiU renew the life of the world. 

We need, however, to beware of the authontanan 
spirit which is always operating through constitutiona 
forms— passing a law here, and there endorsing^ a 
departmental encroachment. Mayfair is choked wi 
“draiving-room” Fascists, and I sometimes fear that 
the philosoplucal distance between MachiaveUi an 
our Prime h-Iinister is not so great as hlr. Chamberlam 
himself believes. For all practical purposes his Govern- 
ment has been a powerfhl ally of the Franco rebellion. 

We may have to reconsider very carefully whether 
we arc using our heritage in a proper way. Our fathers 
believed that a special sanction attached to m^s 
opinion. The voice of the people was to them the voice 
of God. But whose voice is it to-day? It is in great part 
a doctored and perverted voice. The voice of Lord 
Beaverbrook or of Lord Rothermere may not be the 
voice of God. 

The fact is that if we want Democracy'' to prevail we 
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a servile enthusiasm such as vve lament in Germany and 
elsewhere. 

If vve wish the end — ^which is tlie preserv'ation and 
the growth of free representative institutions — ^we must 
will the means to achieve it. In sober truth we may 
have misled both youth and ourselves. We accepted 
from om- fathers the assurance that liberty had been 
won and that on its sure foundations we could rest in 
peace. We were foolishly, tragically wrong. We have 
been taught by grim experience that, as Mr. Gilbert 
Seldes has pointed out, liberty is not a sacred stone in 
the wall of an enduring temple. We have too slowly 
realized that its preservation depends not only upon 
eternal vigilance, but also upon eternal growth and 
increase. It is not a settled legacy which passes on 
unimpaired from the past to the frture. Liberty is a 
priceless possession which each generation has to win 
for itself by its own stem endeavour. “Choose ye this 
day whom ye will serve.” We have chosen the ideology 
of the free soul in a free state. Let us see to it that it is 
so served that it cannot fail. 
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A NEW TECHNIQUE OF 
CON Q^UEST 

Wiclcliam Steed 


The subject of tliis paper was suggested to me as long 
ago as last May. It was proposed tliat I should discuss 
“A New Technique of Conquest.” At tliat moment few 
of us supposed that before the time should come for this 
paper to appear the new technique of conquest would 
have been exemplified in very striking fashion. It is true 
that Austria had just been suppressed. It is true that 
many were then predicting that wtliin a few weeks or 
months Czecho-Slovakia would be strangled or dis- 
membered. But the public in general tliought that these 
predictions were wde of the mark; and some of us 
imagined, after what happened on May 21, 1938, that 
tlie danger of tlie application of this new technique to 
the one remaining free and democratic state in Central 
Europe would be deferred, or if not deferred would 
certainly be unsuccessful because it would be met by 
tlie firm resolve of the otlier European democracies and 
of Soviet Russia. It looked like that. To-day we know 
it was not like that, and ive may have to ask why. 

Before asking why it irill be well to cast our niinds 
back to the beginnings of tliis technique. In essence it 
is not entirely new. It M'as adopted in the years before 
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the War, at least as regards propaganda, secret influ- 
ence, financial pressure, and military' threat. But it had 
not then attained the rank and style of tlie tcduiical 
expression of a new political plulosophy and mode of 
action. This has come comparatively late; as far as 
Germany is concerned since 1933. Still, the makings of 
this technique were already present in pre-War Europe, 
and tlicir development was only retarded because in 
those days some countries understood that if their own 
freedom rvas to be prcscr\’cd, it must be defended. 

In tliose da>-s, too, no one really challenged the 
tvorth of freedom. Even Imperial Germany possessed a 
coasidcrablc degree of freedom. The largest party in the 
German Rciclistag tvas tlie Social-Democratic Party. 
There existed a number of independent newspapers; 
and if, in many respects, tlicrc was not c.xactly freedom 
of political action, there was full freedom of political 
criticism. Behind the facade of German policj* lay a 
great phan, a great :ispiration, for the domination of 
Central and Soutli-Eastcm Europe and ultimately of 
the world. Tnie, this domination seemed improbable. 
Even in G'ennany the idea of it svas criticized, and after 
the Great War it seemed to be a scry- distant danger. 
It w.ae then th.nt ilie new technique came really into 
ireinp and into play. 

It i^ e^-tntial for any understanding of this new 
irdmsque to remember to how great ,nn extent caJatla- 
tOfi and deliberate nniruih forms it,*, essence. Ilov.- did 
Ihilcr, tfic chid cx|>onent of tlie tedmique, gain his 
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power? And, we must add, Goebbels. It was because 
Hitler knew how to appeal to the secret and wounded 
vanity of the German people. Here I am not drawng 
upon my obscr\fation only. Evidence for my statement 
can be found in the remarkable book The Eve of igij. 
by Herr Theodor Wolff, formerly editor of tlie Berliner 
Tageblatt; in anotiier remarkable book, that by Edgar 
Ansel Mowrer, Germany Puts the Clock Back, and also in 
the book by Stephen Roberts, The House that Hitler 
Built. All attest the fact that the main appeal of Hitler 
to the mass-mind of Germany lay in the balm he offered 
for the rankling wound or at least the aching void 
caused by loss of faith in the military invincibility of 
Germany. Theodor Wolff, a German Liberal, puts it 
quite simply. (I am quoting from memory the sense of 
his statement, not his actual words.) “We had become 
so accustomed to believe that our Army and our rulers 
possessed tlic secret of military invincibility that we 
were quite content to let them manage our affairs. We 
were ratlier like shareholders in a prosperous company 
who do not bother the directors as long as dividends are 
paid. But when we saw, after four and a half years of 
war, that defeat had overtaken us, our belief in the 
military invincibility of Germany was shattered. It was 
a belief which had grown up since the battle of Leipzig 
in 1813, then, after Bismarck had assumed control of 
Prussia, through tlie victorious war against Denmark 
in 1864, the victorious war against Austria in 1866, the 
victorious war against France in 1870-71 — and the 
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^vound to the deepest feelings of the German people 
was very deep and almost incurable.” 

It may be asked, “But what about the Weimar 
Republic? Surely the people in the Weimar Republic 
did not entertain any of these ideas?” I can only give 
the evidence of a former German statesman under the 
Weimar Republic. I udll not name him or give a clue 
to his identity because he is still ahve and, perhaps, not 
beyond the reach of Nazi vengeance. \Vhen one of my 
friends, who had known him well in the days of his 
power and saw him after he had taken refuge in a 
neutral country, asked him : “But why did you people 
leave all the old officials, all the old officers, all fhe old 
paraphernalia of the Prussian State in being? Surely it 
was impossible, you must have known it, to build up 
a really free and democratic Germany with, that frame- 
work round you?” The answer was, “You are right; 
but we were all so obsessed by the idea of revenge that 
we thought that these people alone could give it us.” 
By “revenge” he meant restoration of German belief 
in the invincibility of German arms. 

Then came Hitler who said simply ; “It is a Ue to say 
that we were defeated. We were everywhere victorious. 
On every battlefield we triumphed.” (And remember 
that the German people were not allowed to know that 
there had been a battle of the Marne until the War was 
over.) “On every battlefield we triumphed. We should 
have won the War in a very few weeks or months had 
we not been stabbed in the back by Marxists, Jews, and 
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traitors. They betrayed us. They betrayed our victorious 
troops, of whom I — Hitler — was one.” And this balm 
to the soul of the German people was very efficacious. 
They said, “It is true ; we were not defeated.” And then 
when Hitler added, “Germany, awake! Follow me. 
Down %vith the Jews ! Do^vn with the sociahsts I Do\vn 
TOth traitors ! I vail lead you again to glorious destinies.” 
Ah, they thought, tliis may be true. And we cannot say 
to-day that tlicir belief was entirely ill-founded. 

Hitler is a man of very considerable power. I have 
never belittled either Iris hold upon the German people 
or his importance as a phenomenon in German life. 
He has a deep instinctive knowledge of the German 
masses, and especially of t^vo classes which had not 
before been fully exploited in public life, tire class of 
big business, fearing to lose its gains and opportunity 
of gain, and the small middle-class, the petite bourgeoisie 
and their fear of being submerged into the ranks of tire 
proletariat from which they had, perhaps painfully, 
escaped a generation before — Hitler’s own case. 
Against the mass of the proletariat, or so-called proletar- 
iat, organized in tire Social-Democratic Party, Hitler 
mobilized the feelings of the small middle-class, the 
small man, and let loose a force •which the Social- 
Democrats had never understood. And tlris linking up 
of the interests of big business and, to a certain extent, 
of large landorvners with the desires and fears of the 
small bourgeoisie was one of tire secrets of Hitler’s 
power. Then, of course, he drew upon one of the most 
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potent rescn-cs of poU« ^ '’e^fn'^^ 

in any country, oortauily m ^ ^^^.Scontlsm. 
and perhaps even in the United Sta feeling 

A number of Germans had med to exploit Aa^eeMg 

before. 1 am oid enough to *““„Sry. 

Court Chaplain Stdeher in >1"= “““f 'S”„ 

or die tirades ivMeh 
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anti-Semites appealed to the unde ^ g 
enw and fear in the German people, ^fter die vj 
Hider mobilized those feelings ; and if ive wou d 

Snd the importance of this new tecl-qu je^rm^t 
recognize that this appeal can become p ..upc 

coun^if once freedom of opinion, frce^°- f 
meet^g, individual hberty, and respect for the hu 

personality, are suppressed. resoect 

Let us therefore look mth interest if not 
upon this new technique of falsehood as a method 
attaining and keeping poUtical ^ 

admire the extremely skilful niethod by w 
technique was apphed. In what did 
consist? It was simply: First make faer^ w > 
appear to make Mends Mth, then bamboozle, then 
undermine the position of, your prospective 
before you strike him. That is the essence of the 
method. See how Hitler and his comrades practised it. 

When old Field-Marshal von Hindenbmg _ c^led 
Hitler to power his advent was severely criticized m 
the Socialist Press in Germany and abroad. Even the 
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Centre or Catholic Party and said: 

help us. We only need full powers for fou y • 

™L= how then we shall protect religion ,f ^ 

Work twU. ns. Give ns ^“^.7 Jers beW 
or Catholic Party voted Hitler Ml Pr'"’ SS 
for the moment, tliat he was only against ^ S 
Socialists and Communists. And a short time 
it was alleged that there was some bleim 
financial administration of Catholic 
A Nazi campaign was started apms 
of the Centre Party. One after the J 

to flee for their lives, and tlie Centre ty 

"^Sen HlUcr turned to the German Nationalists aM 

industrialists: to them he said, ^ _ re 
National Socialists, but we are really national.^ 
nationalists. We must work together.” He mvite 
Hugenberg to remain in the Government, an 
Hugenberg was sent to London in June 1933 ^ 

the International Economic Conference. ^ _ 

encouraged to put forivard a memorandum upon 
Germany’s economic and political aims, shoiving 
Germany needed to absorb territory to the east, ^ a 
matter of fact, to expand at the.expense of Russia, itie 
memorandum caused a great stir in London. It w^ a 
once disavowed in Berlin, and when Herr Hugen erg 
returned he found himself in disgrace. He has not cen 
heard of since, and may be living in obscure retirement. 
So the process went on : Make friends ivith those whom 
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Ernst, and many others, and von ® ^ ‘ 

Von Papen himself, the man who had helped Hider to 
come into power, got timely warning or scaped y a 
miracle. Every man against whom Hitler had a spea 
grudge disappeared that night or on the follo^^rag day. 
The total named to me, and I tliink it is near the tru 
was one thousand one hundred and dghty-t^ee. 
Hitler admitted pubhely that seventy-seven had een 
shot, and claimed that he had acted as “the supreme 


court of justice.” , 

men the news of that massacre came to 
there was a profound feeling of shock. A formi a e 
leading article appeared in The Times of July 2, 1934’ 
It was foUowed ne.xt day by a leader of a milder sort 
toning do^vn the importance of the blood bath m 
Germany. On that bath of blood Hitler sailed his cr 
towards new horizons. 


if ^ * 

This was the new technique of aggressive “defence 
in German internal affairs. A similar techmque ha 
already been adopted in 1931 by Japan in Manchmia. 
Germany was then still a member of the League o 
Nations. The question was: Shoiild the Governments 
which formed the League and were supposed to desure 
peace and freedom stand against this Japanese aggres- 
sion or not? There ^vas no question of rmhtary interven- 
tion against Japan. There was a question that Great 
Britain, Prance, and the United States should say to 
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conquest of Manchuria went on. Its consequences are 
seen to-day in the burning of Hankow, Canton, and 
the indiscriminate massacre of hundreds of thousands 
of Chinese by bombing planes without a single voice 
of authorized protest being raised in this country or in 
France. 

Note how the technique has gone on. Japan -with- 
drew from the League after her special ambassador had 
paid the British Foreign Secretary the unsuspected, or 
at least the rmexpected, compliment that he had put 
before the League Assembly in half an hour a better 
defence of Japan than the special ambassador himself 
had been able to make in ten days. A man of the 
forensic skill of Sir John Simon must have felt the 
cockles of his heart -warmed by that compliment! I 
wonder what the Chinese thought of it, and of its 
recipient the British Foreign Secretary. 

So Germany, seeing Avhat was happening -with Japan, 
decided in October 1934 on a flimsy pretext, though 
equality of rights had been granted her, to leave the 
League because the immediate equality of armaments 
was not granted. Germany left the League, as Hitler 
meant her to do. Here in Englmd people seemed 
shocked. Why they should have been shocked I cannot 
imagine. Hitler had made his intentions quite plain in 
ad\'ance. He generally does. He trades, ^vith rare 
psychological insight, upon the probability that foreign 
Governments w-ill not believe him. German rearma- 
ment proceeded faster and faster. Some of us kne-w how 
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they needed a few token tanks, a few token guns ; they 
did not mean to arm to threaten anybody. But poor 
Germany who had been so unjustly treated by the 
Treaty of Versailles had need of these things to main- 
tain the nation’s sense of dignity. Such arguments were 
put forward in the leading journals of the British Press 
in 1934 and 1935. Meanwhile, Germany went ahead 
and spent another ^^800,000,000 the next year, and still 
our official eyes were kept closed. 

So in 1935 something else happened. There were 
signs of an intention on the part of tlie Italian dictator 
to attack and invade Abyssinia. In fact, an intimation 
to that effect had been given to the British Government 
in the previous January. A memorandum had been 
received and a commission had been appointed to 
examine it. The commission sat for some months, when 
it reported that it mattered little to us who might be 
our neighbours in North-East Africa. Meanwhile 
British ministers met Signor Mussolini at Stresa in 
April 1935, and most carefully avoided the subject! 

Then, suddenly on September ii, 1935, Sir Samuel 
Hoare, who had succeeded Sir John Simon at the 
Foreign Office, made a speech at Geneva in which he 
said that the British policy was based upon the League 
and upon collective security. If other nations were 
■wining to join us in applying the pro-visions of the 
League Covenant and Article XVI against any agres- 
sion, Great Britain would act He spoke in a way that 
earned for him a moment of popularity such as few 
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question arose whether wc should continue tliosc 
sanctions against Italy to which wc had pledged our 
word and our honour. 

And tlien wc heard tlic voice of the Chancellor, Mr. 
Neville Chamberlain, saying, “Continue sanctions? It 
would be tlic very midsummer of madness.” I do not 
quite know what the phrase means. That is what he 
said. I have heard of “midsummer madness,” but I do 
not know what tlic “midsummer of madness” may be, 
unless resistance to aggression is lunacy. 

While the crushing of Abyssinia in 1936 was still 
proceeding, the new technique came into play again, 
not wthout previous consultation betivecn Berlin and 
Rome — one of the earliest manifestations of the Rome- 
Berlin axis. That axis had, indeed, been projected, 
modelled, but somewhat upset in 1934 by an unexpected, 
perhaps ill-considered, examplification of Herr Hitler’s 
technique — the murder of Dr. Dollfuss, the Austrian 
Chancellor, by Austrian Nazis under orders from 
Berlin. (The murderers were executed. They have since 
been canonized as Nazi martyrs by Herr Hitler.) The 
independence of Austria seemed threatened; Signor 
Mussolini put some troops on the Austrian frontier ; the 
Yugo-Slavs did the same, and Dr. von Schuschnigg 
could succeed the murdered Chancellor. But after the 
Abyssinian affair the Rome-Berlin axis grew stronger, 
and its strength was soon shown at the moment of the 
outbreak of a military revolt in Spain under General 
Franco, General Mola, and General Sanjurgo, who, 
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unfortunately for them, was killed in an aeroplane 
accident before he could take command. The outbreak 
of this revolt was helped at once by Italian aeroplanes 
flying from Italy to North Africa, tliough some of them, 
unluckily, had to land in French Morocco and were 
caught; the others helped General Franco to bring 
Moorish, troops over to Spain in order to chastize the 
red and godless Spaniards. One cannot accuse the 
Moorish troops of being godless ; they are Moslems in 
belief to a man ; but, of course, it was their duty and 
privilege to uphold pure Clmstianity in Spain ! And so 
the Spanish war began. We looked upon that outbreak 
wth mixed feelings. People here could not understand 
why tlie British Government should deny to the lawful 
Spanish Government, duly elected and of wliich the 
ambassador was accredited to the Court of St. James, 
the right to buy war material and arms in tlie British 
market. To put an embargo on those purchases, as -we 
did, was nothing less tlian a breach of international law 
committed in favour of insurgents and rebels. 

Witli our indirect assistance the Spanish war con- 
tinued. Italian “volunteers” appeared in Spain. 
German “volunteei^” appeared in Spain. We looked 
tlie otlier way. It was supposed tliat tire Spanish 
Government ^vould soon be crushed. The fall of Madrid 
was announced for December 1936. Madrid has not yet 
fallen. But so po%vcrful was the operation of the new 
technique of conquest, both in Spain and in Great 
Britain, tliat in February 1938 the Prime blinister, in 
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his desire to make an Anglo-Italian agreement to show 
his personal esteem for the good intentions and the 
peace-loving qualities of Signor Mussolim, discarded 
his Foreign Secretary, Mr. Anthony Eden, who said. 
“Before we make an agreement let us at least have some 
guarantee that it 'vvill be carried out.” You understand 
the impiety of that request ! It was casting doubt upon 
the good faith of Signor Mussolini. And so Mr. Eden 
went. He took ■with him the esteem of his fellow- 
countrymen — an esteem which was extended to the 
young nobleman who accompanied him. Lord 
Cranbome. 

Before the surprise and doubt which that incident 
occasioned had passed away came news not only of 
Hitler’s annexation of Austria, but of big concentra- 
tions of German troops on the borders of Czecho- 
slovakia. Now please note how the technique was 
working in this country. My Lord Rothermcre, ■who 
has consistendy shown his admiration for Herr Hider 
and Signor Mussolini, and has seemed sometimes to be 
initiated into their secret ideas, began to publish 
articles demanding die suppression of the “nest of red 
intriguers” at Prague. So great a paper as the Observer 
wTotc last spring diat Czccho-Slovakia was formed like 
a sausage ready to be cut up — signs that showed how 
die ivind was beginning to blow in certain regions. 

Tlicn rumours spread in the United States that a 
British Secretary of State liad told, in confidence, 
certain American journalists (who had not betrayed his 
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mw York Times and the M ^ of some- 

e Mommi “ tUpired later that 

thing heard m high j^ady Astor had given a 

though it was qmte un correspon- 

Snner for the Prime hhmst ^ j^„,l,eon 

defits-<inite untrue, th autliorized to use 

—these corresponden ^ ^th their ideas, but, 

what they might coloure 

naturally, wthout stati g the policy 

they expressed a. And 1 wonder wheAer 

that has since been follows ^^^assador of a 

the information *atw ^^^^pril on info^^ 

Great Power to his Go ^^hassador received from 

tion which I Mth the Prime 

a personage closely would neither be 

to the effect that Britain, and perhaps 

helped nor supported by .^^j^ation was 

a „,edrer it drd not 
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moderator if Mr. Chamberlain had ^^^eady ma^ J 
his mind in April? These are things we need ^ 
because they affect very considerably our judgm t ^ 
the fitness of some men to uphold our national, 
interest in our oivn freedom and indepeii ^nce- 
And then the technique went forward. T 
this question; Did you know a year ago ^ , 

existed in Europe people called Sudeten Ge^am. 
Will anyone remember them two years hence? i tiou 
it. They have dawned upon us through the mi 
German propaganda, they and their grievances, 
“intolerable grievances” 1 Though they have a 
schools per head of population than the Czec 
selves, there were undoubtedly causes o nc on. 
people numbering 7,000,000 cannot be put on op 
their own country, after having been subjected 
minority for three hundred years and oppressed by 
minority, and expected to immediately forget 
oppression. Undoubtedly, there were many 
of harshness and petty annoyance on the part of Gzec 
officials towards the Sudeten Germans ; but it is certain 
that if the Poles in Germany or the Germ^s ^ 
Southern Tyrol of Italy or any rninorities under 
Hungary, and some under Rumania, could ave 
exchanged places with the Sudeten Germans oy 
would have thought themselves in Para^se. It was 
against the “intolerable treatment” of these people that 
our indignation was aroused by the new techmque. 

Yet, in between, was one curious episode. On the 
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oft ^vl^en German troops ^verc 
night of May 20 ^938, ^ Czccho-Slovak 

concentrated .^^J^ntrated that the BnUsh 

border, and so open!) enquiries what tlrese 

Government began Czecho-Slovak Genera 

concentrations migi J autliorize a 

Staff asked ^d : “Nol no general 

mobilization to Europe ; only enough men 

mobilization ; it ^ Ey surprise cannot . 

to make sure that an ^“^^t ^ to one class of the 
On tliat night at 8-30 ° ^niy, 90.°°° , 

reservists of the Czech SI sny, Ijy 

join their posts 'Vith^^^ speeiahsts 

to a.m. on May 21st ^^*^^„,nehine-gunners and so 
the airmen, the tank mobilized, another 

on of all the other ^^enty-four hours to join 

84.000 men, ^vho ™Um»g of May 0. 

their posts. By 3 o-to* (jieit places , by 

Tte «>■» Tm t“ 7T0S 

Js mobilized only *e Ge^ans 

morning of May ’ that a surprise attack cou 

across the fto””';. ^"Tay-lnd itl a point that sWd 

succeed. But on that day ^^ubassador 

be of interest to ^^bentrop, German Borei^ 

enquired of Herr von ^ tions of troops might 

Seletary, what tlm- eurt reply: “They are 
mean and he was gi » Report says tha 

merely routine movemen^- 
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Lord Rofl.e™ere. It said one or t™ *topwUch may 
ctriVp vou as not untrue even to-day. There ar 
n»o passages it may be worth while reading, sal ^ 


die defence of diis 

fZrea^ understand why Gennany shoidd - to 
this Czecho-SIovakia juts out into , 

GerTiy. Her existence as an armed state uAabited 
by a determined and efficient people impedes Hema 

dLination over Central and Soudi^astern Europe. 
This domination in its turn is an ^"dispensable pr 
minary to a final German reckoning wth the Bnbsh 
Empire which forms the ultimate obstacle to Genn" 
supremacy in the world.” And then, finaUy, I sai • 
“For this country and the Empire the posiUon is cl^ • 
Either ive stand with France and for France agains 
German domination of Europe while there is still 
to avoid that domination, and while we still have 
friends, or we shall presently be confronted wdth a 
choice between abject surrender to German maste^ 
over the greater part of Europe or a desperate, friend- 
less fight for existence in which tlie odds would be 
heavily against us. So I urge you to bethink yourself to 
learn the truth and to proclaim it. This is your duty 
as a newspaper owner and as a British peer.” I am not 
ashamed of ha\dng ivrittcn that letter on July i8tli. 

Wc know the sequel. Lord Runciman was sent to 
Prague to investigate and mediate. He did, perhaps, 

5<5 



A New Technique of Conquest 

some investigation and some mediation. His pressure 
^vas all on one side. As he himself said later : “All the 
concessions have been made by the Czechs; none by 
the Sudeten Germans.” In his memorandum published 
in the Wlrite Paper — a memorandum -written after his 
return to London and after conversations ^vith members 
of the Government — he said that the Fourth Plan 
produced by the Czcchb-Slovak Government was hope- 
ful and would have afforded, in his view, a basis for a 
settlement. But precisely on account of its reasonable- 
ness and satisfactory character it had no chance of being 
accepted by the Henlein extremists. Therefore, added 
Lord Runciman, “It is my view that the Sudeten 
German region should be handed over to Germany.” 
That is the reasoning of an impartial investigator and 
mediator in the presence of proposals wliich he himself 
had helped to frame, of which the terms had been 
granted, under severe pressure, by the Czecho-Slovak 
Government, perhaps against its better judgment but 
for the sake of peace; and then, because they were 
unpalatable to the Nazi extremists, the whole of 
Czecho-Slovakia must be cut up! Surely the new 
technique of conquest had made astounding strides. 

And so there came the last, swift sequel to this 
remarkable beha-viour. One cannot tell it better than 
in some of tire words of the Prime Minister to the 
House of Commons. He made up his mind, after Herr 
Hitler had delivered a somewhat truculent speech' at 
Nuremberg, to go over to see Herr Hitler himself. He 
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Lord Rotocrc. It taid one or mo 'f “ 

Strike you as not untrue even to-da,y. There ar _ 

nassaees it may be worth while reading. 

■ »^y you should wsh to weaken the ° ^ y 

untry by encouraging Germany to attack j 

ibie obliterate Czecho-Slovakia is a mystery ° 

an rcLidily understand why Germany should i«sh to 
/ Si Czecho-Slovakia juts out into the heart of 
rSrmany. Her existence as an armed state inhabite 
a a determined and efficient people impedes Herman 
domination over Central and South-Eastern Euro^- 
This domination in its turn is an indispensable pi 
inary to a final German reckoning wth the Bntis 
"Fmoire wliich forms the ultirnate obstacle to German 
remacy in the world.” And then, finally, I sai 
‘Tor this country and the Empire the position is clear. 
Either we stand wth France and for France agamst 
German domination of Europe while there is still time 
to avoid that domination, and while we still have 
fiiends, or we shall presently be confronted wth a 
choice between abject surrender to German mastery 
over the greater part of Europe or a desperate, friend- 
less figh^ existence in which the odds would be 
heavily against us. So I mrge you to bethink yourself to 
learn the truth and to proclaim it. This is your duty 
L a newspaper oivner and as a British peer.” I am not 
ashamed of having ^vritten that letter on July i8th. 

•\Ve know the sequel. Lord Runciman was sent^ to 
Prague to investigate and mediate. He did, perhaps, 
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some investigation and later: “AU the 
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German region should j jial invesogator and 

That is the r=“'>“”8 fe of proposals which he lurm^ 
mediator in the prince o J jad be® 

, ^ j laeloed to frame, oi w Czecho-Slovaix 

“^“ftder severe jadgment but 

Government. P'*“P* then, because they 've« 

for the sake of P^” extremists, the wh* ^ 
unpalatable to apj Surely ^ 

Czecho-Slovakia mu astounding stri ^ 

technique of ®nqucft had -n „ ,te 

And so there came ^ ,d, it better th» 

remarkable behavioun On „ the 

in some of the "tor* “f « after Hem 

House of Commons. He truculent 

Hitler had delivered a so jo^clf. He 

- Nuremberg, to go over to sec 
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ambassador retorted, “You told me tliat before you 
went into Austria.” And then there were words bct%sc 
him and Herr von Ribbentrop. Tlie British am assa o 
reported tlie conversation and was instructed to sc 
Herr von Ribbentrop again that afternoon. And once 
more Herr von Ribbentrop tvas anytliing but courteo^^ 
some say he was positively rude; at any rat<^ 
ambassador was so impressed tliat he informe u 
Czecho-Slovak minister in Berlin tliat evemng o 
belief that the Germans might attack Czeclio-Slov u 
during tlie night. He reported to London. At ten 
o’elock that night instructions were sent to him to go 
again to Herr von Ribbentrop and tell Germany s e 
must not count upon British indifference ; to remind hun 
of what the Prime Minister said in the House o 
Commons on March 24th — tliat our indifference must 
not be assumed. That message was delivered towards 
midnight, and on the Monday morning the withdraival 
of the German troops began. Great Britain became 
popular in Germany where it was felt that our firmness 
had checked Hitler. I wonder how that peculiar hiatus 
in the consistency of British policy happened to occur. 
I do not know. I am told that when the immediate 
danger was over something like an explanation, a 
friendly explanation, was sent from London to Berlin: 
We really did not mean it. But of that I have no 
positive information. It is only a rumour. 

In June things began to warm up in earnest. Germany 
was seething rvith discontent against Hitler and his 
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i - 

„ the verge of severe economic 
regime. Germany was o disconteiited 

trouble. The be leading to war before 

,vith a policy that seemed Hider, 

tlte German Army tuUy tbeir propa- 

Dr. Goebbels, and of which they had 

ganda, with the pecnhar t h q ^gth 

L secret, and there -as in ,,bichlwill quote 

another article by Lord shall the 

you one paragraph. T ^ blunders 

Czechs imperil peace. the creation of 

•made by the men who article conclu- 

Czecho-Slovakia was alliance ivith Trance 

ded- “The Czechs had alliance wth Soviet 

afd in 1935 -ade prepared their doom. 

Russia. By doing ^" f^^'al foes of Nazi Germany. 

The Bolsheviks are tli upon Czecho 

Now that the German J begun to 

Slovakia, the Czechs m Governmen 

^ake reforms. Tor statute for redressing 

has professed to be preparing ^ manifestly no 

Se^erievances of tlie » (The very words 

morfthaB a device for gj^E ” cieeh Govem- 

men I read tius a 
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said this was no improvisation, he had long cherisl^d 
this idea, but this was the moment to carry it out. e 
went over and saw Herr Hitler, who told him ^ 

was ready to start a world war unless he could get w at 
he wanted. When the Prime Mimster said : Then 
am wasting my time?” Herr Hitler replied. Do ^ ou 
accept the principle of self-determination?” The Prime 
Minister said he could not answer that at once, he 
would return and consult his colleagues. So he con 
suited his colleagues and they decided they did. But 
they forgot something very important, and had they 
known a little more they could have given a better 
ans^ver to Herr Hitler. They could have reminded him 
that President Woodrow Wilson who first put the idea 
of self-determination forward, linked it indissolubly 
TOth the formation of an association of nations to 
banish aggression by making collective security a 
reality, and that self-determination was only one-half 
of his principles. The British Government never told 
Herr Hitler that. They sent for the French, and with 
the French they decided to cut up Czecho-Slovakia, and 
to hand over these regions. Having done that on the 
night of September i8th, they telegraphed their 
decision urgently to Prague and said Prague must 
accept. Prague pointed out that the proposak were 
vague and that some of them could not be carried out 
and asked whether there should not be arbitration and 
enquiry in accordance with their arbitration treaty 
with Germany the validity of which the Grermans had 
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ALTid then, according to 
only recently fully Wed in the course of the 

Jtelegram that of October, the 

debate in thi French, Government 

British, and ^ost remarkable diplomatic, 

sent Prague one « ^ reading. It said, m effect, 

documents I ever , »You must at once 

to the British ^ . Government that there can 

inform the C^^oho-Slovak The 

be no talk of Herr Hitler on 

Prime Mimster must S^ . ^ jnall hours of Tuesday, 

Wednesday^tliiswassentmthe^^^^ ..conditional 

at 2 a-^'-'^r^TBSain ^viU dechne all responsi- 

acceptance or Great B Look 

bility for the consequenc • f y...) 

out for yourselves , your French colleagues 

Carry out these mstructi ^ ^ ^^^y hauled 

at whatever hour. ^hen, under tlus 

President Benes ou .^vay. I personally 

extreme ^ ...v and thought before, &at they 

tliought then, think n m their 

did wrong to yield- . , ' 

place before one can happened. The 

Sometiiing ^^/fl^last to have the means of 
Prime h'linister, glad at i »self-detenmna- 

showng Herr ^dler » successful up to that 

tion,” that his taakniq explained what took 

point, flew over to Go^« ^ .. September 28th, 

?,acc .0 H^ar ^unt in mind benanse yon 
and it is well to bear 
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will not often hear such language, I hope, from the 
lips of a British Prime Minister. He said he expoim e 
at Godesberg the Anglo-French plan to Herr p e 
^s'ho accepted conditionally some of the points m 
plan but refused others as too dilatory. Herr Hitler en 
outlined another proposal, which he subsequen y 
embodied in a memorandum, though he did not a 
that moment transform it into an ultimatum by nammg 
a tim e-limit for its acceptance. “Honourable mem ers, 
the Prime Minister went on, “will realize the perplexity 
in which I found myself, faced wth this totally unexpec 
ted situation.” (Why “unexpected”? The German 
^vi^eless had for some days been demanding ^ 
complete suppression and dismemberment of Czec o 
Slovakia ; and the German wireless, as we know, 
an entirely free and irresponsible institution.) ^ 
Prime Minister continued : “I had been told at Berc 
tesgaden that if the principle of self-determination were 
accepted, Herr Hitler would discuss wth me tlie ways 
and means of carrying it out. He told me afterwarcfr 
that he had never for one moment supposed I shorn 
be able to come back and say the principle was 
accepted. I do not want honourable members to think 
that he w'as deliberately deceiving me. I do not think 
so for one moment, but I expected that when I got 
back to Godesbeig I had only to discuss quietly ivith lum 
the proposals that I had brought with me, and it was a 
profound shock to me when I was told at the begin- 
ning of the conversation that these proposals were not 
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acceptable and that they were to be replaced by other 
proposals of a kind which I had not contemplated at 
all.” You may remember Mr. Winston Churcliill’s 
description of that particular episode: Instead of 
snatching his victuals from the table Herr Hider had 
them served to him, course by course. He demanded 
£i at the pistol point. It was given him. Then he de- 
manded 5^2, and finally consented to accept £i 17s. fid. 
with the rest in promises of good behaviour — and then 
he went on to take more than £2. 

This technique has been quite remarkably — and, as 
1 think, lamentably — successful. If you follow the 
British Press and the French Press during the whole 
of the period of die crisis you will sec how perfectly the 
technique has worked. There were murmurings, there 
were certain protests, but Parliament was not sum- 
moned. Parliament \vas kept in the background, 
despite requests, until the thing was almost setded; and 
fear was worked up diat we might at a moment’s notice 
be attacked, be afironted, be plunged into war. 
^^^lcd^c^ the fear %vas baseless or not, who can say? 

I am quite persuaded, knowing somediing of the 
situation, that if Great Britain had stood firm on the 
position taken on May 21, 1938, in die communications 
handed by the British ambassador to the German 
Government, there would not only have been no war; 
there irould ha%’^c been no danger of ivar and the 
Czecho-Slovak Republic would to-day be intact. 

Do I say diat because of the strength of our arma- 
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ao.i.twant.Yugoslav.ateJ^e 

,o get something tg“ °'^„pllled to taie a whole 
suDplv of aspirin; Greece F not 

lot of practicaUy 'the 1934 

those of the latest model, One 

compelled to take othe anything for the 

GmS. firm, in ^^d to ofr^ny, -- 

tobacco it had , ^gand German ’ 

take several hnndre would 

and took them m the ^ United States. They were 

ready market for them ,,as found that the 

sent to the Umted State . mouth-organs 

market had already been swamp ^ 

direct from d forward to quite mcredi 

to Herr Hitler. „g.amst tliis new technique 

How can we stand S Germany of the 

wf have made a needed to overthrow 

:^Ucn men she her success w^i 
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Slovakia which wU pretty nearly 
power of making armaments rapidly? And m th 
of what principle can we stand when we have sac 
principle? I can see only one way : that against t 
technique of conquest we should revert to oin 
technique of defence, -which is to have a prmcip 
to stand by it and for it; to have an ideal tha _g 
beyond mere material interests or the cry ^ 
are steadfast it -will be bad for business. 

We had the Great War. After that we thought a n 
technique of peace had been developed. We o g 
that the ideal embodied in the League Covenant 
the opening of a warless era in the history of e 

We were not very valiant in striving for the ful men 

that ideal, but it has gone very deep into our p^oP ® 
hearts. If you destroy it and abandon it totally j ^ 7° 
ask our people to go back to mere power-politics, 
fight for the defence of Malta, Gibraltar, or some o e 
bit of territory, you ivill get your response, but it w 
not be the response you would have got if you ^ 
said ; If fight we must we will fight to uphold a better 
civilization for your children, to hold the name^ o 
England high as one of the leaders in the preservation 
■of the freedom of tlie world! 

IVe have had in the past moments of danger perhaps 
that seemed to be as acute as tliis moment. Without 
going back to Saxon times we can look at tlie times o 
Charles II. And tlien, little by little, our -virtue returned. 
By the beginning of the eighteenth century we were 
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sending out into the of theV"“P': 

like those of John Locke, ^ f the human mm 

toleration, the prinap e of toedom^^ 

and human ^ ptance that produced not 

encyclopaedist movement in 1 American 

only the French Revolohon of .879_^_^ ^aas and 

Declaration of Indepeudeime^a^ 

with these ideals as o J th century up to 

forward throughout the accepted the new 

Great War. After the Great Are «e 
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going to spurn tlrese concern; If Y™ 

going to say to aU whom i Y technique of 

L people to h something to hehevc 

conquest, drawn from hell, gi j^hth to vamsh, 
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necessary, for something «°rtk^ you but put 
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out the world. Aw techniqu , 
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danger spots in EUROPE 

Major-General A. C. Temperley 


When I was asked in July 1938 to prepare 

of my proposed paper, I ventured ^ suitable 

these hectic days, events moved so fast that a 

outline prepared in July might nn\vevcr, 

waste paper in November. On re-reading 1 , 
when I began to prepare the paper, I rea y 
in spite of the lapse of time since the outline was ' 
it is still not entirely irrelevant to the subject 0 
address on “The Danger Spots in Europe.’ 

We have recently stood on the edge of the a yss, 

I should like to say, at the beginning, that.conccrm g 
tlic Czccho-Slovak situation, isiiich is uppermost m^ 
our minds, I desire to avoid, as far .as I can, discussin 
the rights or ssTongs of the recent political scttlcmcn ^ 

I myself owe allegiance to no political party an ^ 
perfectly understand that readers may be ^P? 
divided as to the tray in which it has been ^ ’ 
and it is the future rather dian the past wath whic 
arc now concerned. 

So far as danger spots arc concerned, it is the 
truism to say that they arc linked in every case with t c 
ambitions of the totalitarian states. I tliink it is perhaps 
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very difficult for us to 

not” group of sUt«, repl ^,ey le 

selves. We are inclined to ^^^,tory or 

things alone? Ourperiodofenpanston 

ti^dSl'^^coas.^ 

as close neighbours. rs ago, let us try 

Having got all we wanted point of 

andS -t the picture from t^^ ^a 

view. Jnst as Versailles Treaty so 

eonceives to be the •„ the e««e™S P"® 

Signor Mussolini, wh hearts, d 

which come to 

his dreams of a ^eat the Great War 

I knew well said to me ^ ^^g^ten nation, e 
“■We have the psychology ^(.^Uy nothing fro 

into the War London Agrw”'™'^' 

!trr!rmSin«» 

rir^r ^lachor abr^-'’;^”^ ^4 ng^ssive 
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the fruits. There is o almos 
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daims are rardy recognized, me«ly becanee rf ** 


rlaims are rareiy icv-ugxzxx-v-c,., a Pnlestine 

ever Ukely to be won m tins wcked world as 
except by %'iolence or at any rate the threat of i • 

The League of Nations, perhaps the one op 
emerged from the shambles of die l^t 
substitute justice and concihation for , 

Great Power can entirely escape blame for u S 
its oism ends or for failing to give it adequate s^PP ' 
We are faced ivitii a League that is P^^^ ^ ^ 
though it may in happier times nse^ agam. 
mockery that the Czecho-Slovak situation was not 
on its agenda for discussion ! "W e are, for Ae tune » 
back to the law of the jungle, as it w^ m igH. 
force and not right are likely to prevail. But I mus 
cry over spilt milk, and I will face up to the situa 

as it seems to me to-day, . 

If the danger spots are dominated by the ^ ^ 
Rome axis, let us consider how long the axis is hk y 
continue. When the Nazis came into power they were 
isolated. Their only possible friend in Europe w^ 
Fascist Italy. But the gulf between them was Mmso ^ ^ 
fear of Germany at the Brenner ; there followed in quic ' 
succession the minder of DoUfuss and the abortive 
revolution. Then came the Stresa front, by w^ 
Mussolini hoped to isolate the Nazis — a promfrmg 
conception destroyed by aggression against Abyssima. 
'^he two outcasts steadily increased their mihtary 
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h to each other, 
strciiEth, and after some “PP.™”' of 1937- 

rSan informal “ f/a ^est. and^ 

I attended the Berlin. I think I ean 

present during MuKohm s St y among the 
lirly say that it ‘a„ong the arnay. who 

German people, muc of them m 'S’5. 

could not forget Italy fighting quahucs^ 

had dtey any ^““Jtam^ntion in Spain, thotg^ 
There was the bond ^ that Germany s c 
one might almost have ore and 

interest in the war m Spai ^ made « 

to test her new war ma many defee . 

secret and was therefore hkely had a far 

It proved to be only anxious to ehmma ^ 

greater stake to play for » Mediterranean posi- 

fomeofthe disadvantages of h«^ agam 

tion, which I shal iscu dictators. 

perceived the divergence ^^itler’s ultimatum to 
^ Then came the die peaceful occupaUon 

Schuschnigg, to be followed by d P m his 

of Austria by the Ge^nnjrm^ had 

hour of need, ^PPe^ e ^^^^j.mination to 
several times declared remained dum • 

Austrian independence, b through the 

' I can imagine that tli die union with Austria 

bitterest hours gaw the complete defeat o 

was forcibly obtained. He sa Germany 

the bloc he had ereated to st y before 

to the East, as well as his own pum 
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his people, having failed to make 

protect his protege. And this was a'intnu^'y^/,,33 

hand of his so-called friend. It was not all- H ^ 

compeUed, as in the case of ° ^.^hen 

an appeal to the principle of self-deterxnmauon^^ 
he himself had a discontented and represse 
Hunority of a quarter of a million m the 
T^toI, separated from their German-Austn 
nothing more than a line on a map. His ^ ^ 

shocked and his ovm prestige was lowered. ^ 

mockery to him the splendour of Hitler s recep 
Rome must have been. 

Italians are subtle diplomatists, far more so 
Nazis now installed in the Wilhehnstrasse, an 
have long memories. I think that they ^vill no o 
and ^vill one day repay the wound to their pn e 
to their strategic security inflicted upon them y 


overrunning of Austria. 

So far as German aims are concerned, I beheve 
their limited ones are national unity. Other an 
schemes may await the acquirement of ^ ^ „ 
limited ones, of which Austria and the Sudeten ^ ^ 
are both conspicuous examples. Although the b 
has in each case, including the reoccupation o 
demilitarized zone, announced that he desires no 
territoiial adjustments in Europe, I wonder whe er 
his appetite is satisfied and the next danger spots ar 
likely to be where a preponderance of people of German 
blood exist in the vicinity of the present German 
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. • nf self-determina- 

OTtiers. It we accept treaties svas cott- 
on, which in the ease of th P states, 

“aid to almost everybody eacep ^ .^dons where 
,„e could hardly “fee p* people so unam- 

Istices seem to exist. What h g force 

lotly condc-^ r Sieged wrong, winch has 

SwS;W^Iits.^-,odbeenWorh.;.W 
A few years ago excitement about ttie 

rpre.Kir;:L«^f 

would welcome ^^er of fact, about 9° ^ ^ 

to give ber f^^^^^^'^g^^^ominally under the Lejue 
the cities of Danzig, of the JNazis, d 

Nations, but a German P^P^^^^o^^rago. 

Memd, which has mmn y tome yea" “S 

eityihclfbutwas^s^d^y 

Dt°ig, feportant *0“^^ h is mconsideradon, and 
of the Vistula ^ ^ Memel if suBicient pressure 
Litliuania imght su 
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to her. One may expect to see these 
were aim of German poUcy, but, 

Tno C an^ophesy tvith safety what Hxtler 
^.rfo m a"; Jven siL/on, I should hardly have 
'ight tha.\f Wd appeal to force for »ch a 

“‘l tovn'ust mentioned Poland; 1 regard her attitude 
Wt the key to the future of Eastern Europe. She 
^ treaties of non-aggression tvith both her big neig - 
^ourTan? will undoubtedly fight if either tned to 
march through Poland to attack the 
olicY is not easy to understand; she has had 

of alliance tvith France and has received large oa 

froX; it was a tragedy that her greedy desuyo 
absorb Teschen and share in the spoil when Czecho 
Slovakia was in difficulties completely ^ 

other issues and caused her to work hand and glove 
vnih Germany on that occasion. She has a large 
efficient army trained on Western lines an 
probably put forty-five divisions mto the field. It cou 
become of decisive importance to Germany if she we 

engaged elsewhere. , 

Last of all among German limited aims, li we 
exclude Alsace and Lorraine, which she seems really 
to have renounced, there are Eupen and ^ a me ^ 
now incorporated into Belgium, and Schleswig, w ic 
is now Denmark, but it may be doubted whether Hitler 
would think these worth bothering about. ^ 

Having expressed my view as to what I believe to e 
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may weii v „i.:mate aims. enormous 

one --He'S — 

Trieste! TheBlaa Sea^^ M=<lit^““-„f „bber. <,f 

give him an outlc of oil, o 

^HU v^caltnesses ^e la* o Hunga-t ^ 

copper, iron ore “ “et all his 

Ukraine insufficient, I Germans 

him oil, though oolicy in the 

needs for active oommerci^ P°^J^othing 

are pursuing n. To all thes ^ ^ 

Balkans and m ^ military Yicv trade 

impresses so tnuoh in improving 

say that Germany ^ political adherent.^^^^ 
and even and macliinery for ^ 

exchange armamen material. She _ has^^-J^^^^ fo, 

products an countries: wth °^ ij. export 

largely v»* ^es 4 ^ P“ " “17^0 r™ch 

\ltoate aim no absorption 

Conquest as 

“,iriSan h.t««'= Che reasons that induce. 
It is said that one o 
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MussoUni to give no support to the Czechs was that he 
thought them too exposed and too encircled alre y 
be of any use in holding up the German anarch e^t- 
ward. For that reason, in spite of Germ^ opposi , 
he has strongly supported the Hunganan ternt^al 
claims upon Slovakia, in order that they mig J 
hands with Poland and so form a more stable barner 
against German progress dowm the Danube. Tins 
been Poland’s aim too, that of establishing a bloc f 
Finland to Greece, but I don’t think its military value 

would be great. . 

I have not yet mentioned tlie one possible facto 
the struggle, tlie U.S.S.R. To me I must confess *at 
she is an enigma. Her military strength is great, 
peace-time army numbers at least 1,300,000 men, an 
this is backed by very adequate material based on ^ea 
industrial power, the product of two five-year P 
She is reputed to have at least 3,000 tanlis and probaDiy 
5,000-6,000 aeroplanes. Those vs'ho have visite t e 
manoeuvTes of the Red Army have been impressed y 
its efficiency, though tlie oSicers are perhaps tlie we 
spot. Her pilots and aeroplanes are first class, an 
performed extremely well in Spain. Her railways are, 
of course, poor and the rolling stock very indifferent. 
For that reason she probably is incapable of an offensive 
on a large scale. The great query in the case^ of £ 
army is the extent to which its value has declined as 
the result of the extensiv'e “purges” of officers firom the 
high command downwards. One always has an uneasy 
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- cheer inefficiency} 

,ot be <bere “ p„,i* frontier «hen te 

,„e *"n£“suppo« » 

only possible via one ^1 “^ight have 

and this would have the contrary, 

The Red Air F > Czecho-Slovakia, 

done great things g^t a J and 

Germans obviously^ as spare 

organization ^^sent in advance. 

petrol and these had done. ^ 

been able ^^the Czechs had J'of German 

however sf^ffie question and the scale 
really have held out f 

attach thoug ^Jdromes would gra^^ possibility of 
a month. Th happened, F P^rce 

'’'“r cing done by tire Red 

anything country was 

disappeared. Czechs by „u.S.S.R. 

Direct assistanc but the menace of 

extraordinarily diffieul ,b ^.^^a^ans rem ^ 

to future Petietration by Roumanians 

“““h^ktbe Germans ’fsordet“°rmed forces 

•::.sJ ofttie" «"R::s.Jan 

minority. ^ 
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The Czech situation is no longer, strictly spcaWng, 
a danger spot. All the signs are that what is left of 
Bohemia will be politicaUy and cconomicaUy absor 

mto the German orbit. . 

Czecho-Slovakia had an army of twelve division , 

and might on mobilization have 

twelve. If war had come Germany would have attackea 
wth thirty or more divisions and ovenvhelming air 

forces. _ , ■. 

France would have taken die offensive to 
weight off Czecho-Slovakia, but she would have been 
faced with die Siegfried Line which has been construc- 
ted with such feverish haste by the Germans to protect 
their back door, and it is doubtful ^vhether the Frenc 
penetration could have been very deep. In any case so 
soon as the Czechs were disposed of, the greater part o 
the German divisions employed diere could have been 
wthdrawn to face the French offensive. 

Our Air Force would undoubtedly have done its best 
to help the French, but it is probable that the German 
Air Force is at least equal to the French and British 
combined. She would be handicapped, of course,^ in 
the early stages by employing a large part of it against 
the Czechs. Meanwhile, the British Fleet could have 
imposed an effective blockade. The question then 
would arise as to how soon this would have brought 
about a German collapse. There would be, so far as 
can see, no other means of ending the war, during 
which we should be unmercifully bombed, our cities 
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.vrecked, and 

wthout the possibihty ot . ^ ^ 

tlie same scale. ^ statistics compile ro 

I hhve seen a that owing to her lack 

official German sources to sh xnanufac- 

of petrol she could ^ very expensive process, would 

Jc of petrol from J, per annum, where^^ 

only produce about a, , as muc 

JLds in one Vf- course, pe^ctly 

,6,000,000. These Staff, and ‘^ven 

kno^vn to the Germ ^ antity one would 
have stored a very g , -^-Qa was essential. 

bought *at » very jap.dj blockada or the 

a nice calcalauon as to rvn 

bombing would wn. ^ trial of 

• In the future, if it shoffid p^^^ch affiance, ffie 

between Germany and^ S greater. We 

difficulties of the latter ^1 be probably the 

shall have lost the Czed additional Ge^an 

Lsian Army, while tbir^ ^ Front 

divisions will now be German population ivi^l 

from tire very begmnmg. The Ge^ 

also be increased by 3^ j and Fran 

population practically e^ ^ 

combined. ;f 1 pred the position in en^ 

We have now fully consffi divergent aims 

Europe, bearing m to the Mediterranenr 

of Italy and Germany. Let us strategical positioi 

and the Italian position there. 
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is ver>^ weak, hence her anxiety to make an 
TOth us. She has a lengthy and ^posed coas , 
it is weU to remember that she is almost entire y 
dependent upon her sea-borne trade. e 

blockaded she would certainly have no^g P 
to pass on to Italy by land, and it is m the ^ghes^ 
degree unlikely that Italy could obtain " PP ^ 
from Yugosla^^a, her neighbour. ^ 

mainly comes through Gibraltar and the u 

both ofwhich we dominate. i c,., and 

The only other sea approach is via the Blac 
the Dardanelles. The attitude of Turkey, Ro ’ 

and Russia would be enormously important, 
could, if she so desired, close the DardaneUes, a 
is fortunately at present on very friendly te^ 

Even if the Dardanelles w'ere open we could pr 
deal -with any merchant shipping coming from ^ o 
nia and Russia, not that it is likely _ 

be induced to give material support to a Fascis ^ 
The greater part of Italian oil supplies come 
Roumania, and the intentions of Roumania wo > 

of course, very' important. Italy is very far from 
self-sufficient. She lacks food, she has no iron o > 
rubber, textiles, or most of the essential raw maten 
for munitions, and, most Ndtal of all, is the question 
oil. Germany is extremely badly’ off and has none 
spare for Italy. Her position in the Eastern Medite - 
ranean is bad, for the more she gives her hostages o 
fortune overseas in Libya and Abyasinia the more 
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easily our command of tlie sea can sever communica- 
tions. Egypt is the strategical key and an attack over 
250 miles of waterless desert from Libya is not an 
inviting prospect. 

Let us look at the Western Mediterranean and Spain 
where our situation is a good deal less favourable. 

I need not go into the whole history of the operations 
in Spain, but to put it in a sentence — a Weak and 
independent Spain would suit us best from a political 
and strategical point of view. 

The fortunes of the Spanish Civil War have ebbed 
and flowed and once more it is beginning to look 
something like a stalemate owing to the extraordinary 
tenacity of the Government troops in the Ebro offensive. 
The gloomiest result from our point of view wotild be 
a victorious Franco completely under the thumb of 
Italian-German interests ■witli the possibility of the 
establishment of Italian submarine and air bases along 
the south-eastern coast of Spain and the continued 
occupation by Italy of the Balearic Islands. I personally 
am not convinced that the Spaniards, who are a proud 
people, would ever submit to this sort of thing, and 
Mussolini has given no less than three formal and 
solemn undertakings, for what they are worth, that he 
has no intention of occupying any part of Spanish soil, 
including the Balearic Isles. 

As regards bases on the Spanish coast, it must be 
remembered that the objects of bases are to give 
supplies, fuel, facilities for repair, and also shelter for 
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nn^•nl an.l .nir forces. Ifo™ !'»' "f''','' 
of the sett nor t, free apprrcch to the botes '■) l- nd »" 
one’s own territory- their usefulness is "f ^ ; j 

true that in any case they could he supphctl b> .nr, b 
ccrt.ninly not in quantities big c-nough to scrsc 
proper purpose of a base. - . 

For all these reasons, including the 
British Mcditcmuican Fleet as well as the large '' 

Fleet, I do not believe that the It.alian Pf ^ * 
strong one, though her air forces would pro a > i 
it as a route for supply ships. Until the ^ 

been cleared up, however, Spain will remain p • 
the greatest danger spot in Europe, outside the >c • 
drive to the Ea.st, and the most menacing to our inter - 
The phraseology' of the subject of my c lap 
perhaps out of date, .as all Europe is a danger sp^ r 
do not believe that totalitarian regimes c.an be perm, 
nent; they arc a phase in world evolution, orn 
defeat in w.ar and lack of the determination or vision 
on our part to alleviate the inevitable injustices ot 
peace treaties when we could. Nor even do I t im 
that a move by Germany to tlic East, with a sacu ^ 
creating a great hegemony of small states, ssi 
path strcssm with roses, and, in particular, I have ai 
emphasis on tlic doubts in my mind as to whet icr 
axis can endure when the aims of its two componen s 

differ so much. ._ 

Other states in the past have dominated the on 
nent; Louis XIV, Napoleon, Germany after 1870, and 

So 
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, oiwavs instinctively opposed 
France ate .tplnte enemy, in other 

a dominant Power wlndms a It ts 

words we have balance, 

at present a ^“ ' exceptions, has been no to 

Our policy, rare 

understanding rnmising the first may , , 

*em. However ,a„stantly «'fhtnE 

„t ns in our ho”'^ <,„a starh al.emat.ve eft. And 

possibilities „„ an enormous seale 

^at is to pi^ "^ Static, 
to prepare tor tn 
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UNDER CAPrrAUST DOMINATION 


Genevieve Tabouis 


It is a great honour and a ratio nation. 

individuaUy to belong to a great 

In spite of obvious ’ ess ourselves 

presides over our destuues, we please, 

freely, live as we please, eat „ecLary, 

criticize our Government when ^ ^ political 

and our political friends rather where a human 

adve^arics. In brief, rve live m a ,^,h 

being may live proBtably, interestingly, 

“ Me way of life imposed by the diemtom^=v^o“ 

most think alike, ivrite only ^ L q Jeniment 
ivrite, hear over the radio oriy and 

permits him to hear, have on y one -ipQf, citiaens 

to. the same one to other 
are having. He is restoted .0 one ai'a'. 

serve a single leader, can have only one intellectual 

most submit to innumerable manual an^ 
exercises, imposed by his ruler, or else 

It is Mtli these indisputable facts m mind, . 
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fhumsin life «M* Hitler and 

,t,his new eoneepdon °r i „avc ne 

fcsolini rvish to rmp« ^ ^gW, to cnOeae 

courage, nor do 1 rccot 
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However, it it -P^^ “,„a, no. to t>e severely 
day lives since th Governments. _ 

critical of our respccti possession of all th 

These Government ^ 

powers necessary, not on y^^_ pd the 

^vithout a war, m the la for ma,ny 

amocracies to “eat crow ,n which 

years to come. G^^texist who could say that it mig 

kler and of *1- »d 

the conrse of the Septem^ ,^,e,n, from 

capitataae sys^.^^ foreign policy- Govern- 

' 'v?°mnst first reeogn^ ^on“ 0°X”’dm-' 

„enu (for ettemple. c. to 

cnSerlS'p'*"*'' 'r^rPrS -d industry. If 

September cnsis. It vi^as, 
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by no means because they were forced to it as interpreters 
of the free exercise of individual liberties culminating in 
a single wUl of the people. Because, as we have just 
said, they had in their hands all the imaginable power 
to act. 

It is clear that in France in the course of this last 
year, while Hitler and Mussolini each morning provided 
the world with astounding news in every domain, what- 
ever French Government happened to be in power has 
more or less occupied itself principally vith grabbing 
as much power as possible over all the nation’s 
activities. The pretext has been tliat in order to meet 
Hitler’s projected mass movements, it was indispensable 
that the French Government also should be able to act 
as it believed fitting in important questions. 

That sacred speech, repeated by how many ministers 
of foreign affairs ; “You understand, gentlemen, that if 
you continue to express yourselves fireely in print in 
criticism of me, in accordance wth your diverse 
opinions, you place our nation at a disadvantage in 
international negotiations, since the German and 
Italian Press is always imanimously in agreement with 
the foreign policy of the respective countries.” This 
speech has become a veritable slogan, of which each 
successive Quai d’Orsay chief has made use. 

Further, we all know that practically speaking, 
especially during the last crisis, as we shall see, a 
democratic nation under the capitalistic system controls 
the Press. 
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The Confusion oj west 

It can aUo be said °f ^ay be .ben 

against thewttlof tbeGwe™”™ -^^^t^litary ehicrs^ 

officials some of 

to ffitticlvcs a certain '"^'P“^“rcspcct oC Trench 

., .ebatever Govern- 

military men for tne 

rnent may be in poner^ important place *»« 

On the other hand, the imp fmanci^ 

tic observers in ' r fact that 

“ Sic pt"ispensed tvi* a formrda e 

"'wfoServe, thererore, « ^'.vSSttnSd'^ °f 

cies bad in their aicatortbips to their hn«. 

enough power to bnng the “ or a«eptabte 

,0 impose I problems, or to '™ “ 

solutions to »‘'™“°WotW •■warblackrna.l 
victory m case th democracie . 
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In the domain of /^^erything the dictator 
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ships lacked. They Roumanian oil, 

Germany could not count ^ t disregarded not 
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Reich would have no oil beyond what it could manufac 
ture synthetically, or what it had in store. i-gat 

Before the last crisis the dictatorships ha 
of their oiv-n. They lacked the necessary 
They also lacked sufficient funds— all the wor g 
being held by the U.S.S.R. and the democraci^. 
must not forget that the power of the 
precisely in the fact that they are not . 

“mobilized,” and that, therefore, their 
incalculable. If the dictatorships, wth t eir ^ 
always in readiness, have an advantage at the egi 
of hostilities, eventually they would be proved clear y 

deficient. ^ 

Finally, as soon as war is declared, in a Democ y 
everyone is of one mind, whereas in the dictators p 
opposition develops. In anticipation of such eventu 
ties, the dictatorships have widely-advertised concen 


tion camps for the suspects. 

In order to judge the last crisis competently, we mus 
begin by observ'ing the situation as it presented its • 
Never before, since the Entcntc-Cordiale, had Eng an 
showed a similar understanding of the European 
situation. As far as the French Government is concemc , 
it can be said that they did not really expect to sec t c 
English Cabinet gradually align itself beside France m 
order to support the latter’s allies in Central Europe. 

.\nd little by little America drew closer to France, 
and Russia showed its desire to hold to its intematiom 
obligations, while the Spanish Republic was making 
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headway on *0 “«rto ^ »“ 'f SS 

Mussolini himself hesit gone so far sm 

rdventnre at Hider’s side alterna- 

, ha Nuremberg CongrBS victoiy. 

aves: a thorough drf at, or 

In France, morale ^ Obviously there 

coSinued gaps in *0 - element in 4c 

a rish here^ ^^as a big one. It rva^ccB 

“poker party. The st ^ interest, take 

sary that France, not take it. 

iuMative in the action. But 4 Qaecmments were 

However one loots a , pe„er they 

,ass struggle 

phTse, since tlie dictators ^ Czecho-Slov^am 

Ae democratic Governmen . ^t ruling classes 

Sfair, the international^^o^^^^^^^^^^^^ Haven t 

was moved by many among yon, 

you all, or at any rate t ,nto 

impression that every systems were benevo- 

serious difficulties, ^a„V 

lis L Sways been ea^e - e^ ^ a 

always ^een capitahstic J^st^ m be 

dictators, ivithout r victims, 

themselves, some day, the fir P^^^ce anc 

We must not forget that 
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Mr. Austen Chamberlain who, in 1925, ^ 

for Mussolini when he was in deep ttoub ^ 
murder of hlatteotti : “Every “ f J the 

useful if it can help maintain ^^jten 

slogan of the hour. And it was then that Sir 
Chamberlain made a cruise to Livorno to 
Duce. The latter made use of this meetmg to s g 

year, Sir A».en renderrf 
sendees to Primo de Rivera, making a cn^e to barcc 
Iona. The Frcndi had nothing to say ; M. Bawre, 
ambassador in Rome, followed the same po 
The capitalistic democracies have not 
solicitude for Hitler. Hitier, furthermore, hi^^ 
revealed in his Nuremburg speech the secre o 
diplomatic successes. He made a companson ^ e 
his party’s situation on the eve of its entOTng 1 
power, January 30, 1933, and the Thir 
situation on the eve of its hegemony over Europe, 
had no trouble in proidng tliat his saviour in ea e 

was capitalism.' ^ 

Tlic day after liis electoral success of September 193 *’ 
von Papen went by aeroplane to Cologne, and in t le 
\dlla of the banker, Schroeder, met Hitler. From t ere 
he went to Dortmund to the representatives o 'g 
industry', then to the home of General Schlci cr. 
Von Papen saved Hitler! Why? 

The Deutsche Fuhrerbriefe, confidential correspondence 
published through the German Industrial Committee, 

SS 
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S cLoUdatlon or ^ 
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Xt was m 1932 opposition to t 

HWer »o<f .succ-^;^, ,„d 

influential groups rn heW ■' spectre, 

among landed Propr dark,” as to 

Cn they risked the 1 P , . Tanuary 30> i933- _ 

rr^imSStoKtor^^^^ 

understood, too, and they Mr. ChamO 

•What Herr von Papen'vas y Once more, Herr 

j A/T Daladier are to y . ^ powerful 

SSilrondsesto^toto^^^^^^^ 

if they will leave him a ire 

once more \"^'^pVison J“|tS^Cologne 

But here the con y ot tn 

ptomisestotHh^nsa^”^ he made 

viUa he could keep, 
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Bercht^gaden to Mr, Oh-berlain 
The aggrandizement of ,vhich are 

out except at the expense o made to the pan- 

already “great.” To keep the y 3 pledges 

Germanic imperialists, he must fai P 

to the English imperialists. mnstitutes a 

That is why tire Mumch one 

defeat for the democracies ^ all 

thinks in terms of realistic interests "^Hemocratic 
ideological considerations. At , ,vell as 

Powers had their vital interests to "^^Xadic- 

the interests of peace. Are these two m -j^^erests of 
tory? Not at all; on the contrary, the vi , 

Gmat Britain and France are absolutely ijn 
the larger general interest-peace. N^me 
Britain nor France wshes a new P^jbtiom g 
world, but the totalitarian countries do. I 
cratic Powers defend their interests m coinmo , 
superiority is so great that a war ^ that 

This is the idea that is the basis of the conw ^ 

peace is indivisible and that security tVipre was 

long as the democracies clung to tliis ^ 

no confusion. Eveiy'thing was clear. L>s 

•w'as sufficient for Sir Neville Henderson, His r J 
ambassador in Berlin, to order his specia main 
Hitler to retreat. On September 12th, Herr 
Bibbentrop only shrugged his shoulders w cn 
Majesty’s ambassador said almost the same _ 

had said on May 21st. Von Ribbentrop knew e 
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’^-“"C’toG'S^o”^' 

their money tp 


01 



New Tyrannies Jot Old 

It must always be remembered that tins 
Communism is Hitler’s great hobby-horse. I is 
in France that every time German diplomats 
tlie responsible French ministers, they n ways 
understand how much easier relations etween ^ 
and Germany would be, if only the Frenc , 
would launch a fight against Communism, 
the Communists from the governmental majority . 

It is clear that this hobby-horse of Hitler s w 
stiU further, and that in a very short time we wi 
Germany and Italy open a series of diplomatic op 
tions in order to obtain adherence from each s a 
the anti-Comintem pact. You know as well as 
at the end of the von Ribbentrop-Mussolim 
tions in Rome, the latter proposed to Hitler a ne 
signing of the anti- Comintern pact between German > 
Italy, and Japan. That is to say, the new agreemen^ 
would commit the three states equally to mutua 
assistance in the event of “Communism” attacking 
one of them. 

Consequently, German and Italian propagan a 
reverts very often to this form of anti-Communism, 
and I leave it to you to realize how powerful this 
propaganda was in France during the last crisis. 

This spectre of Communism, masterfully handled m 
Paris between the first and the thirtieth of September, 
constituted, in the class struggle of wliich we were 
speaking, a considerable trump card in the hands of 
tlie rulers of the hour. An argument often heard in 
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many people, bu industrial trusty who was urging 
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will certainly not surviv universal 
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To argue with them attempted more than 
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in making these adderSimedi- 

France was inconceivable, ley _ , regime, 

atdy. “Yts, but it trill ^ “J" ^ mdWons, 

the end of a certain civihaation, of cct ^^hed 

and of certain fonnr of life to tvhieh 've arc 
above aU others, and we don’t 

Perhaps we journalists have a p J . ^ ^te- 

but during the crisis it seemed to u^hat m 
chambers of the important^ rninismes^^^^^ 
encountered more representative of A ^^ts, 

Familie,” of die banks, and the big ^^enibled 

than we had ever before m our hve see 
together I I iviU not attempt to speak a 
Bourse, because I blow very Me about it ^ 

obvious that journalists were often invited P 

Moderate coi™ and spare the Bourse as much as 

''aSly and definitely, one of the deep imp^^bns 
left srid. ns as a result of the Septemb.^ ™“-oMde 
the class struggle was strongly manifested, 
fertl^oliticf elements, aU classes, ^.petite bourge^ 
intellectuals, the mihtary, and working 
exception, expressed themselves much ss did the b 
concierge of my house, who patoendy awaited my 
Lery nigL in order to learn die latest news o 
the situation; “Is it turning out all right, madame. I 
would be very sad to have a new war, but if it ^ nec«- 
we iviU be as brave as the Cleese and th 
S^iards, we wUl endure it.” He added, as he was 
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before Hitler’s bluff. This time the game was even 
more complicated than usual, and Bhtler lead it on 
five fields at the same time: the fields of internal 
politics, economics, militarism, diplomacy, and ideology* 

Hitler thundered at Nuremburg: “The German 
people are all behind me !” But, the danger passed, the 
National-Socialist newspapers published every day, 
without exception, complaints and threats on the 
subject of the “defeatists,” those “who had packed 
their trunks,” the “street fighters,” the cowards, those 
who spread rumours, the scandal-mongers, “those ^vho 
lay in ambush.” It is characteristic that the organ 
which unleashed so real a campaign against those who 
refused to believe in Hitler’s victory, was Das Schwarze 
KoTps, organ of the S.S. and Gestapo. This newspaper, 
in a manifesto addressed to the German people, urged 
them to “point out the residence of every person tvho 
tvas notoriously waiting in ambush, refused to work, and 
who was a parasite.” 

In the Paris ne^s’spaper, Le Jour, which cannot be 
called anti-Fascist, M. Leon Bailby WTote on October 
26th: “I have received from an American diplomat, 
who is not stationed in Berlin, but who sojourned there 
the last two weeks in September, this significant 
communication: ‘AH at once, on September 27th, the 
rumour ^v'as spread abroad that we were on the eve of 
war, and that an attack on the Sudeten territories 
would correspond -with the entrance of French and 
English troops into war. This same day, two motorized 
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. for war, crossed the great arteries of 
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Berlin, an ann and machines have been 

following sign • quantities. Maehines are lying 

disappeanng m S ^^-^g stopped at a 

idle in ^apid rate. It seems to be a case of 

more and nro ^ a^iized sabotage.” 
premeditated ana & ^ German newspaper 

On Septem^r ^ . addressed by the authori- 
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of a dictators^P- ^ ^^^^ade of peace among the 

to 3 , war of ^SS .^Iunts to revolution, 
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people went to war Germans are enthusi- 

one dares to pretend the population was 

astically for the war. happening, and 

ignorant of almost all 

Tuld only catch a gh P ’ in the process of 
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being rapidly formed against Hitler, without Y 
definite knowledge, men and women were seized wi 
an unspeakable war panic. The Czech border autbori- 
ties registered, at this time, an average of fifty 
deserters per day; they were soldiers of the cgu 
Army, crossing the frontier and throiving do^vn 
guns before a shot had been fired by the Czech fron 

guards. _ . ^ 

But it is not only the fear of war which makes 
hinterland dangerous in case there should be^ wa 
Almost every class of the German population is 
contented. The workers complain of the forced la our, 
the “driU,” of the rise in prices, the lowering of wages, 
and the restrictions on food. In spite of all proWbition^ 
struggles for a rise in wages and against overtime wor ' 
provoke more and more incidents. Certain Nazis, a ovc 
all, the “old-timers,” take an active part in the demon- 
strations, and only because they have been deceive , 
because life is made difficult for them whilst the lea ers 
wallow in unbelievable luxury. The peasants take every 
opportunity to sabotage the directed economy. Never 
have the German peasants been so opposed to a regiuie 
as they are to Hitler’s. 

In ffie cities the middle classes arc indignant at the 
crushing taxes, and at the fact that the promise to 
socialize the department-stores has not been fulfilled. 
In accordance with the four-year plan tlie workers arc 
deprived of their independence : they must work in tlic 
factories. The merchants and industrialists are driven 
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. p:Sand,and *^ehom^„,o,o German people 

oretended unanimity j, conquest? 

behind Hitler, to ° ^ German people is one^ 

The great discontent^o ^^^-cess in the 
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S^national field, and why Im , gle 

brink of the abyss, effective only for 
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even greater. 
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At Nuremberg, HiUer and Goering declared loudly 
that Germany had nothing to fear from a ^ ^ 
Their economic argument is merely a large-scale u • 
At that same moment the economic review, Der eu c c 
Volkswirt, Dr. Schacht’s organ, demanded the rationing 
of food provisions, sa'^'ing tliat otlienvise they cou no 
ward off the shortage which would result in certmn 
provisions and fodder. In the same review Dr. Schacht s 
contributor, Dr. Tomberg, demonstrated the dangers o 
autarchy. He wrote: “A country, such as 
which cannot feed itself by its oivn means, and w ic 
cannot provision itself from its oivn raw materials, must 
aspire to accumulate gold reserves and fordgn speac, 
in order to be prepared, if the occasion arises, to uy 
the materials which it lacks.” 

The author, after having observed that the 
States, Great Britain, and France, together controlled 
more than 76 per cent of the world’s gold, and 1^ 
Germany did not control even one per cent, concluded 
with melancholy, that: “A Great Power which enters 
into a war wthout allies, wthout immense resources, 
and %vithout a possibility of buying merchandise from 
neutral states, must always lose a war against an 
alliance of states which are perhaps inferior in military 
potential, but which are superior in the economic 
and wliich have good commercial relations and credits. 

Did the democracies take stock of their power? 
When the democratic Powers, France, Great Britain, 
the United States, and the Soviet Union, are compared 
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brought again to the attention of the German people. 
(October i, 

Hitler declared at Nuremberg; ‘ No one can co p 
» capitulate. We are invtocible.” Up to the present 
time, t»e have been able to measure Hitlers WM 
potential on the occasions of military reviews, or m 
occupation, wthout a struggle, of Austria an 
Sudeten territories. On these occasions certain laulK, 
notably in materials, were revealed. These deficien 
wll rapidly disappear. The Italian Army has wage w 
only against the unarmed and unprotected A ' 

The e.Kperiences gained from the Spanish av 

demonstrated the inferiority of Italian an erm 
tanks and planes in comparison wth Soviet tanks an 

But let us compare the mihtary potential of the 
Italo-German-Japanese axis wth that of the democratic 
bloc. Great Britain, France, the United States, e 
Soriet Union, and since we are considering the situa- 
tion as it was before the Munich agreement, we include 
Czecho-Slo^^a. The reserves of the three axis Powers 
amount to fourteen and a half million men, those o^ 
the democratic Powers amount to forty miUion; 
wthout the United States, thirty million, and watli 
China, fifty million. 

The democracies possess tisice as many planes as tlie 
totalitarian states, the ratio of warships is three to one 
in favour of the democracies. (These figures are taken 
from official German statistics.) 
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and confirmed by Mr. Chamberlain, as well ^ by 
M. Daladier, announced that ^ case Fra , 
fulfilling its obligations toward Czecho-Slov aki , g 
the latter its armed assistance against a ^ 

aggression, Great Britain and the Soviet Umon would 
place tliemselves at France’s side. 

That same day Belgrade and Bucharest made 
to the Hungarian Government that the pact o 
Little Entente tvas still in force. The Soviet Union 
pointed out in a dramatic fashion that . 

frontiers were menaced. The United Stato o 
was on the point of taking the step which during the 
Great War they dared take only after tlmec yeare 
war. It was a real question of a world ’ 

incomparably stronger than in 1914, and it wo 
been mad to risk a war under such circumstances. 

In the Deutsches Adelsblall, General von Metzscn 
published the folloiNing warning: “We must not fojet 
in considering any single favourable detail the atua 
of Germany as a whole, which is rather grave. 

Even Mussolini hesitated and sought a way out. in 
sariours arrived from the great general headquarters o 
Democrac>^ For to the bluff in the domain of mter^ 
politics, to the economic, militar>’, and diplomatic bluhs, 
was added tlie ideological bluff, bringing the confusion 
of die democracies to a climax, and thus opening c 
way to a Hitler victory, arrived at without war and 
widiout effort. 

Of w'hat did this ideological bluff consist? It was 
104 
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simply a question of applying the methods wliich had 
resulted in the fall of the Weimar Republic to tlie 
struggle which should result in a hegemony over 
Europe. 

When, on July 20, 1932, the Prussian Minister of the 
Interior, Commander-in-Chief of the State Police, Herr 
Severing, allowed himself to be arrested by a second 
lieutenant.and two soldiers, thus giving up a primary 
position to the enemy, he declared tliat by tliis action 
he had hoped to avoid tlie shedding of blood. National- 
Socialism, in effect, was tlireatened with losing a civil 
war, and Severing took into account the normal man’s 
desire for peace and quiet. There is no more natural 
desire than that for peace. 

On September 30th, every people ardently wanted 
peace. This desire, under certain conditions, could have 
resulted in a compromise. But if one of the parties 
knows in advance that the other party is a partisan of 
peace at any price, then compromise becomes capitula- 
tion. But capitulation does not produce peace,'for even 
if the motives of the conflict disappear, the reasons for 
it remain, and always create new situations, pregnant 
wtli conflict. In the hands of the totalitarian states, 
pacifism becomes a weapon of diversion. 

In his book, Gnmdlagen Einer DeutscTien Wehrpolotik 
(National-Socialist Library, part twelve). Colonel 
Hierl, since promoted to the rank of General, Chief and 
Organizer of the Labour Service, wrote as follows: 
“There are two kinds of pacifism : true pacifism, which 
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results from a morbid tendency*, from 
blindness, but ^^■hich is sincere, and 
pacifism. The latter constitutes a method of poh . 
combat, and serves for the preparation of war. 
deluding the adversary* with pacifistic ph^cs, 
latter is led to neglect his armament. The illusion 
which the adversary* believes, scrs-cs to hide the re 

preparations for war.” ^ . 

Herr Gocbbcls simply mocks pacifism : iNcvcr ag. ^ 
^var! That is the cry of those who give up. Unfor u- 
natcly, so far no one has conceived of the idea o 
founding a league witli tlic slogan: ‘Never again a 
stomach-ache!’ They would be just as sensible as our 
friends of peace!” (ZJ^rr^lngnJ, of March 12, 1928.) 

Abusing the desire for peace among the people 
of the most effective mctliods of the aggressors. icy 
have succeeded in making the true friends of pea 
appear as the “instigators of war,” and only tic 
isolationists find favour in their eyes! “Peace to c 
aggressors means a localized war — or the capitulation 

of the others. ^ 

If it w*ere not for their confusion in tlie matter o 
peace, tlic democratic statesmen, aware of their 
superiority, would have been able, on September 
1938, to have imposed peace, and a peace such as we 
have always understood it. That is to say*, in the 
acceptance of the term as President Roosevelt used it, 
the settlement of differences arising from contradictory 
interests, not by recourse to force and violence, but by 
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right to its own constituents? In reality, the right of 
self-determination of peoples in Hitler’s hands is o y 
a sort of dynamite destined to blow up the stat« o 
Eastern and Soutli-Eastem Europe, which without 
exception are states made up of different nationalises. 
Poland has 31-1 per cent minority populaUon, 
Roumania 28-1 per cent, Yugoslavia 25-6 per cent, 
and Latvia 24-5 per cent, etc. 

A Linguistic Map of Central Europe, published after t e 
annexation of Austria by the Volksbundfur das Deutschtun 
im Ausland, puts at thirteen milhons the number o 
Germans hving in Europe beyond the borders of e 
Third Reich. The German language temtory, 
ing to this map, includes fourteen different states. T 0 
number of Germans in the entire world is estimated at 
100,337,000, of which 78,000,000 hve within the borders 
of the Reich. 

Herr Heinrich Rogge, professor of National-Socialist 
International Law, has published a book entitled The 
Peace Policy of Hitler, and International Law- The author 
attributes to Hitler the creation of a new International 
Law, where peoples are substituted for nations as 
subjects of the law. As for what remains of the rights 
of men, they are replaced by popular law (Volksrecht), 
based on the blood of the people instead of the bloodless 
scheme of tire nation. 

Backed by this theorj'. Hitler could to-morrow raise 
up the Irish against Great Britain, the Bretons against 
France, the Arabs against France and England. And 
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“Bolshevist” tag is attached by tlic National-Socialist 
propaganda to ever)' adversary, and it continues 
apply this simple method of defamation. Czecno- 
Slovakia was denounced as “Bolshe\'ist” at tlie 
it was suspected of belonging to a coalition oppose 
Germany, and desiring to resist German hegemony. 

In Herr Hitler’s speech at Saarbnicken on Octo 
gth, he named those whose inclusion in thc^ nti- 
Cabinet would suffice to qualify Great Britmn as a 
Bolshevist nation. At tlic same time, the biationa 
Socialists again called tlie English, as they had urin 
the Great IVar, “a people of merchant Jews.” For tlic 
racial tlieory of tlic Nazis constitutes an instrument o 
the Third Reich’s polic)' of alliances. This is clear 
from the fact that tlic Japanese were honoured by 
being declared “Aryan,” wliilc in France only ^ ose 
who approved of the policy extolled by M. Pierre 
Etienne Flandin enjoyed this priwlege. 

And the bluff succeeded, as you well know', beyon 
all hopes ! If the capitalist regimes had entered c 
game whole-heartedly w'ith all tlieir weapons what 
would have happened? 

One of three things. Eitlier, know'ing that all the 
countries were ready to w'age w'ar for Czecho-Slo\'akia, 
Hitler w'ould have Nvithdraw'n, and tlie democratic- 
capitalist countries could have forced the dictators to 
halt in their onrush. 

Or, secondly. Hitler would have followed out his plan 
of aerial attack on Czecho-Slovakia, a plan which wc 
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obstacle to a European 
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at the 


Germany needs. We are already and tlic 

present time, tsvicc as much as Englan , 


United States put together. 

But Hitler does not stop at Turkey. ‘ j. 


to 


i5ut timer ooes noi si-up «<■ - up 

1936, Germany’s share in imports England 

from 7 • 3 per cent to 1 1 • 1 per cent , 

fell during the same period from I9‘t P 


10*6 per cent. 

This movement has already affcctc ^ ^ _^^alists 


The 


commercial travellers of Hamburg and tc sp 
of Herr Himmler, chief of the Reich’s secret po 
the question of minorities, have already arrive 
other end of tlic trans-Eurasian axis, the -u of 

Here, on the frontiers of India, in tlic naph ^ jt 

Mosul, in the regions bordering on the at 


is not the vital interests of tlic Soviet Union 
stake but, indeed, the Htal interests of tlic 

. r Ibe Reich 

The review, the Deutsche Wehr, organ ol ti 

hlinistry of War, alluded in its issue of Octo ^ ’ 


ivjLuusuy ui war, auuoea lu iu> isauv- — , 

1938, to the fact that in principle England had *^,ay 
renounced the great imperial route to India by 
of Suez, and that she Wcis engaged in fortifying 
much more certain Cape route, by instalhng 
reservoirs at St. Helena, and by constructing ford ca 
tions on Seal Island in front of the Cape. “The 
from Southampton to Colombo by Port Said is ha^ 
the distance separating Southampton and the Cape- 
^ This reckoning is obviously incorrect. 
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r„c C/-.- ”/ '’'""7^, I«Uan 

.•If, some tov, „ fall bacV on sts p 

Haifa, England 

in Central consequences of 

°“°',$rfl«Sns to route t^", ^ a 

menace ^^ Berlm-B-ome . ^dable threat 

one considers add the f the 

■whole, h is ne at the Suez 

directed siinu a Vong. Those who 

British Emp^te. p, ,r and Hong E- ^'. he gave 

O^al, to '’“f“ S b“itod ‘"'rX postMu 

saved lUto^'X vital interests- But tvha 
aattotoetou to J, ” ritain and 

, *e vital interests of Grea 

threatening c nti-CoTnintem, 

prance? chosen name, p„cman agent' 

®!a XXut to.nlds;oXXXef»<* an 


8“ to trade? ^ Army 

insurrection, an iWhy does the J V ^ ^5 

^°XXnSterd'ofon Vlad|^X»l 

march on Can ^ Why does Hi territones 

she cut off g Belgian Congo m J hut 

Cameroons and hom Sovi ,o-German 

which are f^ ^T^f^ad Ethiopia - ^gland the 
dormnion m 



iynir,niei f’T OJJ 

n for Tchad or 

nUcmntivrs of starting n NUir i • aU;vck by 

rcnouncint: Africa? Arc. "‘‘J ^-l-kh i'? w 

Italy on Odc5.a?-or on G.braUar, ^ h.ch 

and so easy to reach by sea nn>rabcs ^^•h^ch 

Tlicrc is no dovibt alxout U 1 ^ 

Hitler made at Munich, he cannot le p- ‘ 
even if one ute Ml necnnn. o ' , ”fder«u 

,ho,e vvl» saved the pence. Mnn.ch „„e of 

Enslnnd must nhdiente. end "''f' 

rr.nnceir she followed M. 1 Inndin s n J great 

tvitltin Iteneir, Mere “1,,, cS-vr, 

frankness in his book, Tie Ttce/.eti 

of which I will cite one passage: 

“Only an intelligent France no° 

n^ndjusi the nation. It is tnte that thts co^d no^ 

be done on the old tradiuonal , ’^^ac- 

only by virtue of her Alpinc-wcstem-rac al cham 
ter. She must renounce her hegemony _ 
recognizing Uie necessity which nature 
her, and must give up her intcr^t m ‘ 
Czccho-Slovakia, and the other Little 
countries. She must energetically .{• 

negro and Jewish population, and conten ' 

\vitli frontiers conditioned by her popu 
Germany would not hinder such a France m 
consecration to her civilization.” (Page G-ii.) 

This generous offer of a cultural autonomy accorded 
to France in the framework of a Germanic-Europc 



final 

corftu.es, after *ha« 

depend on the S suppose -foseph 

Under dtcse eonrf°”;'^„ his farff Zst 

herlain succce ,o '9 g reaches 

srirfroue -■>- - ^ 

XeTpe^- .„ England, J- i.!. 

Wliat ^vould PP it kno%vn to 

Germany Alsace-Lorraine and^ 

she must asma a^'^cre *an her ,ha. 

colonies, and even Germany deman^g, 

What ^vould " PP . „ frontier zones, 

Trance I cannot even g jninds 

project recoil in ^“"^^^.^stomed to 

the conquerors Cainbon, ^ easy ^ 

later years of l^l^fe’/'^Uuse it is 

change a ^ 

S^gt S: some^ng is JI^Pj, form almost a 

cally speahins, ®'anc 
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dngk country. To attack one ^ 

To undermine the colom^ emp^ ^nnot return 

*at of the other. In "1“'. ,o 

colonies to Germany, even farmer colonies of 

appease the Fiihrer. To restore les to 

Togo and Cameroon, to restore the ^ 

the Nazi rulers, who have made ^ purely 

first item in their programme, is, ^ least, 

humanitarian and moral pomt of view , Y 
a questionable action. of 

mat would happen? In less th^ J^gpaganda, 
central Africa would be poisoned by ^ P ^ In 

that is, a type of Arabian war won ^ e ’ 

Palestine, against the Jews and of 

Germany would find a means of raising of Togo 
three or four million blacks in the two co o ggpeeal 
and Cameroon, as hlr. Zimmerman i 
from the English delegates in the course of ® ^ 
conferences which took place followng ^ 

Treaty, is very probable. Something is 

as you ivill understand immediately if V'® ^ 

account the exact situation which Togo and 

occupy in Central Africa. , 

If you wall look at the map, you iviU see tha 
cession of Cameroon and Togo to Germany 
seriously modify the situation in Africa for France a 
England. If you draw a straight Une from Rome sou 
ward to the Gulf of Guinea, you cut Africa in tivo. 
More than tins, less than i,ooo kilometres woum 
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rsr.^- ^ 

-'■’^ ,T=to «lo.ot» £'»» n.o 

extended 2,0 our A 1 ^consequence, 

reach BclgimO«; ^„rc «'°"J 4 at ««- 

separate tccuons 4ront ,rt the 

a fov German av«u» Cameraon couU, 

chosen pomK' destroy every Equatorial 

sS^Ure in „oops and 

- C wortant the cessi» oj To^^^ 

Oam^rrto 

could create an , Eases. , remarkably 

in a vast „ j submarines. _ ^_ticable by the 

Dnola. transfmmcd » ^^^pia„es, rranee sv 
submarines, ships, blockade- ,a„d, 

herselfpraet.e*“^u.u tor France 
Such IS jjp 
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especially for Franco : citlicr she must 
demand for return of the ef U.e 

firm stand make ^var impossible, V for 

hazards which she presents m ic P ^ 

the Italo-German group, or else s . ^ prance 

false policy of peace and *us r^k ion 

and Lgland into a new war, m '*>”eh dre 

of Togo and Cameroon will give our advenancs 

greatest chances of wnning. j wrote in 

Several montlis before his deatli, Luden 

his last workt “If in the present pohned 

world srar broke out. North Afnea ^„d 

theatre of operations of ’In European 

its results would have a profound e . “it is 

battlefields!” Later, he added a few more 

clear that if Mussolini adopts a policy « P _ ^ger 

protectorate, the Rome-Berlin axis vnW become str g 

mat do you think wall happen to the E^^sh 
colonies in Central Africa, which m fact G 
claims much more than Togo and Cameroon. 

Under present conditions, it is impossible o p 
at a given time, the inevitable conflict , 

“two worlds,” the one in which people live in servitu , 
and where they make cannons and planes, just as 
the democracies the bakers make little cakes for 
special holiday; or the other world, where everyon 
lives as he pleases, free, and perhaps even too caretree. 

If you wU allow me to assume this pessimisuc 
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r • n of Tiycstcrn Democrat' 
n, Con/us..n / 

, . , I for one, can 

hypothesis, ^vhlcn , happen? 1 

my *'’“f “i iu .9-4, ” 

Ccrtainly«hat h^^„,H a S.C wrld 

war, for democratic millions to 

®f nic :nd 'f "tutClong « 

wU unite, anu England, ^^..^on to 

1 "TSettato® Bpt? That ts a questro 
take to exliaus ,.cply. 

which we would pr ccrtain-that i , 

• In any case, one S capitahs^ P 

save in September, h^ only wi^ 

„„ch long.dra«n.on^,^; 

such a ^vide-sca as D 

Thus It wll y of every man is 

men: “The Jhed to s^'^^*'^;Venormous 

The capita ““'^Vms. Ure P"'' “ ^gfted to 

the time o ^gtcrial caphnlahor^ nrathcmatic- 
diplomaQc an ,t ,s al jjjder’s 

destroy .t ™thm^ ^ wg «e righfly denonnee 

ally certain, ti succeed? j^gnion- 

five bluffs were But is it nece 

the power of prop S means, in ^ ^ to the 

strate what P’^oP^f'^of radio broadcasts ^ 

limited to the valence o is not 

volume otnev-paper p g, gblem. ^gj^ 

technical pr°W'”" ^da “ti genvity. 

Naaonal-Soe.a^»t ^pgggdmg ns 

imthe very country 
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German propaganda could never <^ate of 

in democratic countries if, apathetic to the 

Democracy, certam classes were n ^ ? however, 

doctrine of National-Soaahsm wito^ 
daring to advertise the fact. Ce _ founda- 

of Democracy, and mb to the slogaB 

tions of democratic soaety. They sue 
of the “Bolshevist danger” just as the ^^fore 

squires and the Rhine industnahsts succum 

They envy the easy life of tlie And 

have to quarrel wth a parUamentary PP 
the National-Socialist propagan a ^ sympathy 

sjTnpathies. A tragic dilemma residts. fascism 

of the reactionary factions nation in 

becomes a menace to the very triangle- 

every countrywhich is threatened by -ivell that 

The results of Munich demonstrate very 
the real goals of Italian and German F^sm 
realized only at the e.xpense of the vital m er 
democratic powers. These powers are e 
powers; their propertj'^ and future are at s . -(j 

mancEuvre is successful, in which the democrac 
the totalitarian states to realize thrir ambitions. ^ ^ 
blufis put up by the totalitarian countries cons 
spreading confiision in the democracies, confusion w 
provokes disharmony among the population o 
democratic states whose interests are threatene , 
so renders them incapable of defending their comm 
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of tlie course fj'lrr^tic countries wiU 

irntrl^'-’ ““ ‘Vrf ftc Uflonal 

is die basis o ^ '^'^^^°''one honestly 

civilization, wi S reign as soon rnatter. 

Confusion ceases ° J^feless to insist on dusj^ 
defines Democr^-^^^.^^^ without timocracy. 

Democracy is imP . gsiblc by strong 

social progress ^.^^,,don is P^^^^'trHng masses and 
Maintenance of c ^r the worUng niaterial 

efforts todned 'o Preserv^^ .t ea" o”"' 

*« ameliorated. Even s,eed 

situation wul be _ This is what vv f_pe,ce.’ 
preserved at this “the ^'^''®"!^’^'^onstructive 

Luedinhisboolt all cons^ ^ 

^ But certain pe P dictators, m followed 

quesuonafc Won’t 

the Continent, are o all, which th 

by Bolshevism, w^ consequent y^ 

democratic _sy countries, ^^^^^nism in 

everything 1 danger ° ^ opposition* 

explained that jt is certain tha riimous 

Snee. As for Germany, ,s, is ^am^^^ 

even as insigmfiean atiists ^mong ^ ^^r- 

on one point, and ^e from 

that the German p P ’ Q^racy. .r, j^^s not 

ship, vnU tolerate onV Pe_^ <,,,„any sPU 

It must not be lorg 
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had a democratic revolution, such as Great Britain had 
in the seventeenth, and France in the eighteen 
centuries. For the revolution of touc ^ 

lando'wners, their poAver was not broken, and it w^ 
they who put Hitler in power in i 933 - After Hitlers 
fall, Germany will be faced witli the task begun in 
1848 and interrupted by Bismarck’s and Hitler s 


dictatorships, of achieving Democracy. 

Thomas Mann, the great iviiter and Nobel Prize 
^vinner, has spoken of the task which the w'hole German 
opposition considers as its historic mission : “Under the 
yoke of National-Socialism, it is true that the work^ 
have no rights, the syndicates are anniliilated, all social 
organizations are suppressed, but to believe that m 
consequence the golden age of the industrialists has 
arrived, is only a dream of Herr Thyssen and other 
protecting financiers of Herr Hitler, and precisely the 
contrary has come about. The w’ar economy organized 
at the present time in what is called tlie Third Reich, 


is a form, inferior from the moral point of view, but 
nevertheless a form of Socialism. It constitutes some- 


thing which we can call State-Socialism just as well as 
State-Capitalism, a military dictatorship established 
and exercised over national economy, completely 
limiting the initiative of the industrialists, and -without 
doubt, the ruin and the end of an economy based on 
private capital. The bourgeois of the world should 
take account of this fact before choosing Fascism 
because of a panicky fear of Socialism.” 
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r . nf }VcstcTtt Democracy 

The »/ ms which 

"Hitler is iti power, brougl^t to 

Stia create a .^-“'“^meSahlc. 

light again, ^il a new r detente which 

danger of war, until a of de wn 

As soon as one reai^^ democracies an 

reigns tO''^^y\’^°^^jdntaincd by certain 

detente, artifici y^^^ in our two 

dieir control of j , vith the one we k 

comparing dir. in ^e^ ^d'^ard Grey, 

tuU ot happ®®> J I hope that rt W 

‘T ‘.i alt “‘‘STelaSns will not he 

altliough at /^^lo-German reia 

amelioration °V^Lnde our fnend®- the 

exclusive, but v^ll ^ Solving decl^ 

Bonar Law ''“r* un^'^" 

same session. The y is entirely .^^ng 

in England »w«* hecanse °f I do 

Often we hOT a s«y hreah out, 

“Sefe in lnevi«* ^ ,atal law. hn. only 

And Mr. otto-day: 0“^“„„„idb= 

same thing as hw co « '='“”Tem and inclnde 

have no “ctowe non extend «he.^“ igshe 
mote d.an ^PW^^ dteir coneihatoty and 
ofl.er powem w.tlnn 
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sphere. We have no reason for conflict with any great 
Power in the world; the first and most important 
interest ^vill always be, to-day as in the future, world 
peace!” 

And -^vhat was the reply from Berlin to these peaceful 
remarks in the House of Commons? During the 
session of the Reichstag of December 5, igiij Herr 
von Betlimann-Hollweg, Chancellor of the Reich, 
declared as follows: “We must be armed against al 
eventualities.” Baron von Hartling said: must 

require that the English put up no obstacle to our 
expansion. With coolness, conscious of their force, 
basing it on their excellent army, and on their right, 
the German people march toward the future.” Prmce 
Hatzfeld expressed Mmself as follows : “We must keep 
our powder dry.” 

Thirty months later the Great War broke out. 

As for myself, generally called “Cassandra’ by 
political adversaries who are pohte, and by the others, 
“The fortune-teller who forgot her spectacles,” it seems 
to me that in order clearly to define the situation of our 
two great democratic and capitalistic countries, face 
to face with the dictatorships, I could make a few 
predictions which -will run small risk of being contra- 
dicted. 

But first of all let me draw your attention to the diazy 
development of German diplomatic methods, and to 
the defimte adoption of one of them. This one, given 
the troublesome internal situation of capitalistic 
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Th. •/ *e most 

*0 nnCoTLarbrUcltentha^*'/.^ day 

Srto asanst cm pobuc 

tliat his agents ^ ^Hch ^bbentrop 

figures. . .ug conversation October 26, 

Y?e hnow \ Qiano in tactic should 

had with Miissohni diplomat! 

it ^vas decided limitations, 

be used and ^oncedi g^^^ concessions m 

attempt, concessions ^o-German agree- 

to obtain colonm nn Anglo g^me 

Europe. It ^^^n^ate ^and an^c Reich at 

n,gnt in order ^oggring ^Hungarian-C^ech 

days later, to arbitrate the Himg^.^^ ^^^^t 

^g Vienna meetmg ^ ^onve^ f .^terfering 

differences. He ha Somatic taeu ^g 

cianoonAeu^onto 

^ith the internal^P^ to n^ ^dmg to 

strong enoug ^en m P ^ according to 

democracies untes^^^ ^bg their Govern- 

ss r e^Sio* 

«e are going o» 
vnth this spirit. 
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r\ t Piano decided, on ^ 

And it is to the new 

part, that he would ^ the negotiations 

French ambassador m France, wer 

^vhich Italy negotiations, but that if 

Daladier-Bonnet-Mussolini g be a 

other men came into power, w , 

different matter. countries has m 

Unfortunately, ^ nught happen when 

past had the fedmg f„v teBccUoffi 

Kder and “jmffly nsl Lat us 

tf- rr Luu^^^ - - 

^'sr^rin dosing I rr;*4 

my ideas concen^g t ^ ^ democracies, whic 

evolution of the situation of our two 
face the dictators. 

The dictators, by their eternal 

policy, will reach ^e ,var, and they 

Lgland that anythmg is better tha 

thus obtain enormous ^ a diminished 

gceatdemocraci..wllprobaUybe^^^^^^^ 

diplomauc position, vis a m accepting agree- 

London and Paris ivill be reduced ^ a^ every 
ments imposed by the tota economic 

sphere: agreements Who kno^vs? 

matters, •and perhaps '^^.^^“S^gmtion of the 
This would constitute the daily dismtegra 
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And paradoxical as it may 

whole 

seem, this ''““f * ents of F«"“ gained to yoo- 
and that tviU I d ^'fflring that it ^vill be 

Consequently, t caphahsU Y 

hardly see hoW m P ^ nustake, 

v^as unwilhng .jj^grty, could lojjSS Relieve that 

of US and tno 

sacrifice. 
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the new dark ages? 

R. H. s. Crossman 


ity and of Democracy as weU^. development of our 

One of the guiding Imes of dev^ ,^donal 

civiUzation has been the ^tion. But Fascism 

tradition and the conquest supen 

is organized ^'J’^'^’^^democratic tradition is the idea 
Christiarnty and * Fascism not only imposes an 
of personal equality segregates the leadership from 
iron dictatorship, and segr g cpgre°’ation is 

Z rank and file, but sWes that ^%„ider 
onl, .drutona 

the intemauonal field. Ho ^ lustory of Europe 

failed, I think ™ can rccognrxc m 

.ince .400 a rotving “ala a co- 

national barriers, a p-o% o -^vhen we turn to 

operative drive for freedom. But uhen 
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nationalist 

ralv the hardening 

rasdstn '« ®”f^rpo5itive 8*“'®“““® vtlH* 

sentinteno ^ut ^ P id£ ot Cvebeentemovod 

national “'“‘'Mthougl'*'™®““®*5 centre is 5^“ 

trnine on nov/. A- riogrom fr°’^ .. spreading 

ftom the street *= pnS^^ Enrope__.t^- 

proceeding- ^ ^ 'vas ^^^^p^o^tnania- There is 

tirronghPola-®” jS a J«»' “"a t 

Slovakia down to „ vvto „h,ch 

hardly a country A-ht j„lm, 

drat he is sa“« ' ''“"''^“n Germany. A 

But the d>ff«® 1 n spontaneous, g hy 

pogrom is not gomroon “anj p^nssia the 

furious rising of *0 pre W ^ 

dre State f's'^/^groms, « unorgamaed- 

trSeSt"%tcte*d*a^fSurn„^^^^^^ 

Our 

onaTand “^^^"X^tirthoTght and better, ^ 

tposition of htnhan^^. .j you hke^,^^„„odcm 

X5ari State ^ve see 
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, j ever wtneS" 
control and planning 'f"* "*pc into dark ages 
scd. There is no sign there °f “ ™"|„pirc fell. Then 
such as occurred when jeercts of scienee 

cmluation really broke dotrn , ullages 

r,cre destroyed. Nadonal-Socialtt® 

from hand to mouth. But u ^ purpose 

'vc sec an all-pou'crful state ^^^ider to 

not of civihzing but of be preferable if 

be civilization. In many going bac 

civilization ^ ‘oivdhzation, in one seme, 

to a simple primitive hfc. But ci control is 

is not breaking up. The power countries it is 

increasing steadily; only ■" *' rases 
itself eontrolled by Urbane fores^^^ 

One of the tragethes of the G 
of all the nations of Eu^pc ,vbo went to 

for scientific organization. An g 

Germany on an important th.t what 

Wer of 1918-19, told me t^- nfter the 

astounded him in that coun^^^ 

Armistice, was the national conmoloj^c 

had been introduced dunng th 
instance, of the 

^vife had to save the stones c>fdl fi^t 
ate Those stones were collected and 5 , 
t'i eattaeted fron. them. He m.nhoned *e fact 
Chen potatoes were peeled, every b“ of ^ee ^ 

eoUected and from Iho"" ““ J^garfration 

seemed to be the most remarkable piece ot o g 
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, every farmer on y that, 

__not to any ^ ^ produced he watched 

^vho had cows m they 

.ordng F-t. the 

the men ^vh° v/^r .^to ‘^tfferent P 
were sold, thro^v * here ^ou 

of rotten ^ Germany -ere^bemg^^ 

away '=“* "“^red ® P“‘ 

'Vi* off tor =»"« 

*at the PO*”?” uls «ro h, „aa con- 

aside. Later the sp told Europe 

further ^eteotih^ ^ y . to organize 

vinced from had the capa^ „en m 

the German, ab P^,. war. organize 

Europeei^or o P ^j^tGerm Y there 

X9t8-i9>^''^"f were very f ^vas ^hof 1 

Europe for P^« Rosa BuKC^buJ^t the Nazi 

Murine the time ^ reminder , the re- 

only ““"°?is''no now ''''"S' Z V War-tinic 
WehruiirUtl'fP .' „rfccted form 

miroduction m V avifeado”' E®" 

economy ot 9 ^,c progress parades never 

Again, nonce horv^^ P„Umry P a 

imperial Great War =“‘f„f peace, a svhole 

dared betore to in a period P „,ia and 

„ar-time economy- nauon s 

nation is ‘‘'“^“'if^crteeted for ono paUtical 

mdusmalsj“”^d anee an eetom ^es 

”'“*"Kattotisinbemg.nbP 

system ot tna 



Ncv rjTanniesJor Old ^ 

^ \vill prevent tn 

p„d»mca rftcr -.ach >v. P 

machine functioning c ^ f diat 19’*^ nled 

How has it come about that on „,„,cd 

when every common man ^ League, there 
;Lee, and^after menty 

arisen in Germany tins ^ remember 

I was vciy^ young m 1918 but born, 

ichoolboy the feeling r^elateW-B- Vea^. 

I have often since felt drat Ae po^tn^^^ ^be 

in one of his itself. ^ that po^^ 

coming ofFascism, spoke of F^ci ^ Second 

he describes horv all arlhly deliverance 

Coming, whether we I deliverance. At ^ 

or as some sort of tran^^f^.^thing new must 
end of the War everybody felt sometrn 

come. 

the second COinNG 

Thines fall apart; the centre cannot hold, ^ ^ 

Mere anarchy is loosed upon ? 

The best lack all conviction, while the 

Are full of passionate intensity. 

Surely some revelation is at hand^; 

Surdv the Second Coming is at hanC. 

me Second Coming! Hardly are 

When a vast image out of S^iViWr ' j^jert 

Troubles my sight; somewhere m sands of 

A shape rvith Uon body and the head of a man, 

IHA 
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ReT tod”'® arop J ’“°"' 

The dartaMS P j„„y slg' 

That "rightmarc by a ^ atlaat, 

VJrrc vexed to come 

tdt.ta”“tdfBStSetntobcbomJ 

Stouchcatotvatdt botn in 

Theron.bbcatts.ouc-.n.»be 

.nrEanAi. 

dvai^'^^Mrerid*” about collecove 

countries. W \pifism. ^Ve have aU 

Powers is ^ ^ collective P toeether and 

!ecurity,andprac^f.,,,l of Btand^^e friends 
talked of the noHe , h» 

driving out ^^^^ed he P’'°''^„\ave done that on 
the devti p ^^ghboui’s- ^ ^ demoeratio 

our house but o ^g either Ctot aeuon. 

each occasion, e P ^ ^ moral democratic 

or any other oHuj^ ,bat *e Wes«»^ a,ar *e 
« “ '“h“ ? en defeated. toe have betrayed 

Democracy. ^^5 
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During the Munich interlude, I observed ^ 
difference between the attitude of tlie educa e 
and of the ordinary working people of ^ 
which confirmed a remark which Leon Blum made tvvo 
years ago. He said: “It is only the parUes of 
which have any patriotism left. The , 

Right put their class before their nation, whe ^ 
do it consciously or not.” Now a Democracy m 
the educated leadership has collapsed is a f^omoc 
which cannot function successfully. It is no goo 
sentimental and saying that Democracy 
altogether on the fundamental decency of the or 
man. Unfortunately, for good or for ill, evep^ sor 
Government depends far more fundamentally on 
virtues of the comparatively few 'who hold 
positions in the country’s life and culture and m us 

and education. , ' 

Perhaps the word “Bald^vinism” sums up better tnan 
any other the attitude of the so-called educated c ass^ 
in this country, both to international and to domesti 
affairs. Certainly Earl Baldwin represents, better 
any other single statesman, the collapse of Bntis 
Democracy. His very virtues are the virtues of a degener 
ate Democracy. One of the most typical features of us 
philosophy is a delightful impartiality between two sides, 
one of which is entirely in the right and the other en- 
tirely in tlie \\Tong, and one of which has one thousan 
per cent more strength tlian the otlier. If there is a 
statesman who has followed in the steps of Earl 
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•which can be summed up as pr^ching ^ 

while presenting your o%vn security and poss > 
is the prevalent form of policy practise i 
country. I cannot tell you how 
that the British middle classes should be so Chr^ 
and sympathetic to tlie unemployed. I 
you how much the Czechs appreciated t la a 
had betrayed tliem we poured money into t ic a 
House Fund. But a Democracy which tlunhs la 
is defending Democracy by sending splints to 
whose injuries arc solely due to betrayal ^ ^ ^ 

betrayed its oi\’n spirit; and the sending of the sp^ > 
necessary as it is, is making matters ■worse, if it satis 


our conscience. , 

Let me remind you diat this mood ivas not prev ^ 
during the growth of Democracy. In the great peno 
dm'ing which the British middle class was fighting 
its rights there was a spirit of determination; there 
a courage and comdetion wliich would make the peop 
of those days, from the days of Cromwell right up to 
the end of the nineteenth century, spit in our faces 
they saw -what we were doing. It is completely untrue 
that Democracy cannot act quickly, that Democracy 
cannot be strong, that Democracy cannot follow 
leaders. Democracies have done it time after time m 
the past, and the greatest period of European cultme 
was a period when democracies were not content 
mere expressions of goodwill but despised “morahty 
when it meant selfish protection of one’s oivn secunty. 
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the sinister interests, until there is nothing left e p 
good intentions, and no action is taken. -n use 

my did Democracy coUapse abroad? Becaus^ 

Fascists were able to say the things I am 

of their criticism was correct, for Demociac> 

when every effort to put the common before th p 

g«d is s^tiiied by ou, democratic 

Look, for instance, at die problem of air m P 

tions. You would think that here, any%vhere, p ^ 

good could prevail against vested mter^ an 

lethargy and vested stupidity. Do you tB^k i a 

to British Democracy that w'e have been una 

three years to produce any adequate defence ot ^ 

civilian population? “Oh,” you say, but -jent 

long start” Did he? When did Hitler start rearmamen 

in earnest? About 1935. So did we. ‘But, ^ 

“in Democracy we cannot do these things. ^ 
we ever do that in a Democracy? Is it a senous - 
fence of Democracy to say, “^Vell, we can neier 
anything properly, thoroughly, and for the or m 

people”? . n jije 

Take one other instance — the preservation o 
beauty of our sea-coasts. We watch year after 
mile after mile of our coasts being ruined in perpetuity. 
By what? By the belief that the ordinary man who oivns 
private property' has the right to foul the public 
Unlike I^Ir. Chamberlain’s remarks about “fouling c 
nest” there is some truth in the statement that the 
ordinary man, be he rich or poor — most of the poor 
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by Fascism, and Ac UnlmlV ^man Empi« 

the next stage after the period of the 

Turn back to Versailles. In 1918 the grcaj; d^o 
cies, Great Britain, France, an ’ e They 

world at their feet. They could 

could mould the colomal cinpircs. Th^ ^ ^ ^ to 
nobody wanted to mould the world. T 1 i^^tczd 

get back as quickly as possible to before 9 4 - 
of organizing Europe for peace, and ^,^3 

colonial empires for the good of the native, 
done? The statesmen put fonvard a numb ^ 

cratic phrases; permitted a few idealists 0 g 
boundaries rectified, and retained for I^rance an 
Britain their pre-War empires. Do not forge . 

Versailles when the Japanese delegate imldly s Sg ^ 
that perhaps President Wilson’s democratic 1 e 
incomplete wthout a mention of racial equality, 
Britain and America said tliat that was going a 


too fsJ". VvoTinPir 

What we did at Versailles, and did under the 
of Democracy, is now being done by F^cism. 
people who have risen against the VersaiUes ic 
now boast of inequality of race. They glory in w at ^ 
actuaUy did. We had not the foresight to get rid ot tn 
narrow nation-state but created a lot more and there y 
a host of economic difficulties. Against us there is now 
a form of organization solely concerned with the power 
of the nation-state. We tried to cover our imperialism 
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militarism or the old monopoly capitalism, but a new 
form of revolutionary nationalism organized to the nm 
degree. We have to face the fact that in Germany the 
National-Socialists have done for foul ends many things 
which we ought to have done here for good ends. They 
have defeated the capitalists, got control of investments, 
and control of the distribution of raw material to the 
factories in Germany; got control of currency, and 
regulated foreign trade. They have in Krqfl diirch Freude 
built a holiday movement which is real.^ They have 
knocked out the old ruling oligarchy and in that seme 
they have been a revolutionary movement. That is the 
tragedy; that when we do not do the things we ought 
to do for right and peaceful ends, somebody does toe 
selfsame things for the most venomous and ghastly ends. 
But the things are done. 

THE TASK 

What could not we do in this country, we as Socialists, 
if we believed as toe Nazis believe, that we could get 
control of investments and that we were going to get 
it; that we could get control of finance and foreign 
trade. If in this country democratic forces do not have 
a spirit which says, “We know what has got to be done, 
we have toe power to do it; we have the people behin^^ 
us, so we AviU get a move on and it shall be done, 
then someone else will do those things. 

We have that choice before us. If we choose fireedom, 
we have got to organize this country. It has got to have 
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co-ordination ,of its economic forces, and a social 
programme of which we can be proud. We must cease 
saying that it is far in advance of other countries in 
social legislation when, as the richest rentier country in 
tlie world, it is lagging behind. We have got to get 
that feeling because there is no other way, in peace 
or in war, of preserving the country. 

The only question which really faces us to-day is; 
Who is going to do those things and for what end are 
they going to be done? We are beginning to realize, 
how much depends on the moral purpose of the states- 
man. We used just to say, “Well, statesmen are deter- 
mined by economic law.” What the success of Fascism 
and Communism proves is that man can conquer 
economics and he can use the economic system either 
for barbarous aggression or for raising tlie standard of 
living, bringing peace emd prosperity. 

The really profound difference between Germany and 
Russia does not lie in the form of totalitarian state, 
wliich in certain ways is closely similar, but in the 
dynamic of the Communist and the National-Socialist 
movements. Whereas the Communist movement has 
from its earliest days stood for tlie ideals of Liberalism; 
whereas it has sprung out of the liberal European 
tradition, whereas when you read Marx you realize 
that no one had a more passionate humanity, a more 
sincere love of liis fellow-men and belief in liberty — ^he 
may have had a strange way of expressing it, but he 
had the belief— and whereas Russia, in spite of every 
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difficulty, is still moved by that social purpose, you 
find in Germany an entirely different purpose not 
emanating now from the people but imposed on the 
people by a group who hold that the people are as 
slaves and must remain as slaves; that it is their duty 
to serve; that the nation, the tribe, is the end-all and 
be-all. 

Do not let us, then, malce tlie mistake of saying that 
the difference between these two is to be found only in 
a difference between their economies. There are big 
differences, but you can have much the same economic 
s^'stem and it can be used in entirely different wa^'S. 
It is what you want to do with the economic system 
which really matters; and what the statesman •wants 
to do depends on whether he is cut off from the people. 
No statesman who is cut off from the people by a 
leadership principle can any longer want anything but 
po^ver. It is power which corrupts him. The only way 
^ in which this terrifying scientific power which is at the 
disposal of tlic statesman to-day for the good of the 
people can be used properly is if he is the spokesman of 
a democratic movement. My criticism of Russia is 
precisely on that point. Do its rulers retain the early 
Communist purpose? I hope they do. But ho%vever that 
may be, at least they once had it, and tlie Nazis never 
had it. 

“Ah,” you say, “we cannot do these things in 
England.” Why cannot wc? There is a bigger possibility 
of a democratic revolutionary movement in this country 
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tlian in any country in the world. The materials are 
all there. But 'what ■we see is corruption in political 
leadership, lack of dynamic, lack of morale. We need 
to get that courage back. We all kno^v what has got 
to be done. All that is needed is that somebody shall 
believe it can be done: tlicn it will be done. 

That is tlie ans^ver to the question: Are the new 
Dark Ages upon us? They arc upon us if we cannot 
regain our faith in tire popular revolutionary demo- 
cratic movement. They are gone if we cannot stand 
tire jeers, gibes, and curses of respectable people. They 
arc gone if we cannot see that even 1906 Liberals were 
not quite respectable in their own day. We cannot move 
unless we can regain our moral indignation, coupled 
TOth faith in the power of the movement. That cannot 
be done without the active help of the educated classes. 
For you cannot have a democratic revolution unless 
the middle classes take an active part, not as self- 
appointed leaders but because they still believe in 
simple moral principles and still know that they can 
be realized in this country if we really mean to do it. 



WHEN AND HOW A 
RENAISSANCE? 

The Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, M.P. 


It is the case, as Dr. Edith Summerskill has said, not 
only tliat tliere arc a series of important countries in 
Europe under dictatorial Government, but all of us 
feel that we might conceivably move in a similar 
direction. That, possibly, France might go the same 
way. I believe there is reason to think that Great 
Britain is least liable to become a Fascist dictatorship, 
pardy because of the length and experience of polidcal 
Democracy and representadve Government here, the 
fairly high capacity of die British people for public 
administration under condidons of self-government, 
and partly because in diis country dierc arc long 
traditions of individual liberty. Such long tradidons of 
individual liberty diat they in themselves have presented 
something of a problem to the Socialist, because many 
people have not yet learned that Sociali.sm is the best 
way of c.\prcssing and securing and establishing indivn- 
dual liberty’ in the highest and finest sense of the term. 
So one may be hopeful that this country, which 
previously in its history has stood aside from a dark 
and drcaiy’ Europe and survived unhappy events, may 
do so again. But wc cannot be sure. We must keep 
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%vatch not only upon our opponents but upon ourselves 
in order to see that die public work we do, the way in 
which we do it, and die spirit in which we do it is best 
likely to preserve democradc self-government not only 
in form but in sucli a way that it will be respected by 
the general mass of the populadon. 

For we must remember that tlie mass of the popula- 
tion cannot be relied upon to preserve Democracy 
purely for theoretical considerations and because from 
dieir political knowledge and acumen they believe that 
Democracy is a sacred thing that should not be tampered 
with. The mass of die populadon is not so theoretical 
as that. It is not so concerned ividi political abstractions 
and political doctrines as such. What people as a mass 
arc concerned about is certainly their liberty. Certainly 
they have an instinct for democratic government. 
Certainly die British hold as a sacred right — and I think 
they are correct in doing so — the right to tell the Govern- 
ment of the day, \v;hatever its political comple-xion, to 
go to the devil. But if it were the case that Democracy 
did not deliver the goods, if Democracy %vas con- 
demned, after years, as being inefficient, slow, and 
ineffective; if it could not preserve for our people or 
secure for them reasonable social security and a fair 
standard of life; if it was incapable of preserving the 
security of the country; if, in short, judged on super- 
ficial tests of what is good and what is not good, 
Democracy failed those standards, then Democracy 
would nof be safe. 
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It is, therefore, not enough to denounce tyranny and 
Fascism. It is not enough to criticize and expose our 
poUlical opponents. We have to demonstrate by our 
own action, by our own capacity and admimstration, 
by our own work, that Democracy c^ succeed, tka 
Democracy' can give as good and efficient governmen 
as any otlier system and, if possible, better; an ^ a 
Democracy can ensure a happy country, and, wt ^ 
the powers of any individual state, secure a peaceiui 
and a prosperous world. Therefore, let us get beyon 
the point of mere abstract affirmation of the desirab ^ ty 
of Democracy and of mere denunciation of Fascisin 
and the exposure of its shortcomings, its tyrannies an 
so on. There is a responsibility upon every one^ of us 
to make our contribution to the successful working^ o 
Democracy in the interests of the whole of tlie nation 
and as our country’s contribution to the well-being o 
the world as a whole. _ ^ 

One of the things that worries me about His Maj^ty s 
present advisers is not only that I think their policy is 
wrong. I do. What worries me also is their indecision, 
their inefficiency, their lack of capacity to come to 
conclusions and pursue intelligible policies. It has been 
so in foreign affairs. It is so really in domestic economic 
affairs, although not so noticeable just now in relatively 
good conditions of trade, notitithstanding the existence 
of two million imemployed. Their imperfections will be 
more noticeable in conditions of economic slump and 
difficulty. But in foreign affairs there is indecision, lack 
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of clarity, lack of intelligible objectives. Recently the 
members of the House of Commons have been discus- 
sing Palestine, where threequarters of the trouble tlrat 
exists in what might be a very happy country, but is 
now a difficult country, has been unnecessary. It has 
been the result of indecision, die result of giving the 
impression that people have only got to manifest signs 
of violence and force and the Bridsh lion cringes — if, 
indeed, he does not run. 

It is this inefficiency, the lack of strength in Govern- 
ment, the lack of capacity, that are even more alarming 
in the ministers of to-day than the evil of their policy. 

I would almost sooner diat their parliamentary policy 
was intelligibly black, clear-cut and firm than I would 
tliat they should be wobbling all over the place and 
manifesting signs of sheer incapacity in die art of 
government. If that condition goes on long enough, 
either in die Government of to-day or in any alterna- 
tive Government of to-morrow, it is a real danger to 
Democracy. That is die kind of diing that will give the 
masses of the people almost a case to say, “Well, 
Democracy has failed and we are going to try somediing 
else.” 

What makes me most unhappy about France is the 
fact diat there has not evolved for some years a strong, 
firm democratic Government that knows what it is 
doing and why it is doing it. That is one of the difficulties 
about a combination Government, even the Popular 
Front of France. Giving to the fact that it is a combina- 
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tion of people who are not fundamentally agreed about 
what they are getting at and why, a coalition of that 
kind, nominally formed to save a country from a threat 
of Fascism, may, if it is weak, if it collapses in confusion, 
if it merely makes muddle, be not only the Government 
that was the alternative to Fascism at the beginning, 
but if care is not taken to avoid it, may be the cause of 
Fascism at the end. 

But I am hopeful about France, too. Not for the same 
reasons that I am, in the qualified sense, hopeful about 
our country, but because, somehow, the principles of 
the French Revolution of 1 789 still live in the hearts of 
the French people and because, ^vhen troubles arise 
and when threats come, the French, at any rate, are 
willing to go out on the boulevards of Paris and risk 
their heads in a fight for liberty and a stand against 
tyrannical government. 

So let us have qualified hopes that British and French 
liberty may survive. But the best way for it to survive, 
as the Fabian executive have evidently contemplated, 
is that we should find means whereby the dictatorships 
which now exist should pass, and that the peoples of 
.the Fascist countries should regain their liberty, should 
re-establish representative government, and should once 
more be in a condition to co-operate with the people’s 
of other countries for the good of the world as a whole. 

In the meantime Fascism in Germany and in Italy 
has been positively strengtliened and added to by the 
general policy of- our own Government since 1931. 
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peoples of all other countries, including the countn^ 
of dictatorship; enough courage, enough efficiency a 
enough determination 'to command- the respect, tn 
faith and the admiration of the peoples of the dictator- 


ship rowers. • . 

If we ask ourselves, honestly, whether there is_ any- 
thing in British pohcy in the world since 1931, or ^ 
conduct of that policy, which is enough- to comman 
the respect and enthusiasm of the people,of Germany 
and Italy, the sad and unhappy answer is m ttie 
negative. That is a pity. I would sooner it, 
otherwise, even though it would limit one s speec es o 

denunciation of the Government of the 'day ! For , an 

I hope you, feel more concerned about tlie happm^s 
and well-being of the world than about having the 
pleasure of being able to denounce the incompetence 
and wickedness of our political opponents. There ore, 
it is -vitally important that by the quality of our po cy, 
by the height of our moral purpose, by our kindliness, 
by our understanding but also by our strength and our 
efficiency and courage, the peoples of Germany an 
Italy and Japan should be able to say to themselv^"" 
though they may at first be doubtful about our politica 
system — that they like and respect the British. So ivi 
the power of the peoples and the Governments of the 
other democratic states. Because until the respect of the 
peoples of other countries, including the" countries o 
dictatorship, has been won it -vsdll not be possible to 
exercise upon them that beneficent influence which is 
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the democratic and peaceful states but is playing the 
game of the Fascist dictatorial Powers. 

Therefore, my second answer is that the change y 
come in the Fascist countries when their peoples^ se ^ 
that they cannot go on ^vith this policy of agp’ession , 
that it is too dangerous, too disastrous ; when it is c ear 
to them that they are up against a great body o^POwer- 
ful nations not ^vishing to hurt them or to crush them, 
who do not even want forcibly to restrain them, u 
are determined that the combination of peac 
Powers is going to be a fine enthusing working examp e 
of fiiendship and co-operation and that they are going 
to let it be knoism that they are detemuned to 
policies and actions which are turning what mig t e 
a world of peace into a w’orld of anarchy and of threap 
It is of \ital importance that our minister s ou 
make the peoples of the dictatorship countries know 
that we have no thought of unkindliness towards them 
that we ^vish fiiendship wth them ; that ive know that 
they are human beings as we are human beings, that 
they have problems as we have; that they have been 
in the past the victims of injustice which we are as 
a nation willing to make sacrifices, ivith others, to 
rectify. That we must make knoivn. Otherwise we 
are merely ineffective in the call of the peoples for 
peace. We must get that to the peoples somehow. 

hlinisters have been doing, perhaps, a little too much 
exclusive talking to Governments abroad, and not 
enough to peoples. I do not accept the doctrine that 
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world is growng. It is not always possible to control 
vast milifary machines. It is not always Possible to 
avoid the incidents that may cause war, or to be sur 
in face of tlie continuance of a policy of threat, r , 
threat, and the policy of pointing the revolver at the 
head and tlic heart, that somebody may °ne^ y 
say in a state of nervous exasperation, A1 ng , 
shoot.” That is what is facing the people of Germany. 
If they get there witli world opinion against them, 
despite tlie fact that tlie other countries may have a 
nasty time for a week or tivo — and they wo 
Germany would go doivn. 

This must be got to the German people, not as a 
threat, but as an apprehension on our part. I do no 
want British democracy to be defeated in war, nor 
do I want Germany defeated for tlie second tune 
within a limited number of years. Germany has a 
contribution to make to tlie culture and the beauty an 
the scientific knowledge of the world. I do not want 
that great country defeated for tlie second time, ut 
she is moving that way. And if Herr Hitler and his 
colleagues go their way long enough, if they continue 
as they are long enough, they ivill plunge that great 
country into a war which in the long run must be, 
believe, a disaster not only to Fascism, which I welcome, 
but a disaster to the people of Germany, which I do 
not welcome. 

We want to convey to the people of the dictatorslup 
Powers both the dangers of the situation and the light. 
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How can the renaissance come, not only in our own 
country in so far as we are involved, but in those ot ler 
countries? 


AT HOME 

At home the force of example is exceedingly impor 
tant. When a Government or a local authority carries 
through the promises ivhich it has carefully ma c, 
having been careful not to promise anything uidess it 
is reasonably sure it can do it — which is just as i^P°^ 
tant as keeping the promises themselves and, indee , 
makes it easier to keep them — ^when a Government or a 
local autliority carries through its programme wi 
reasonable speed, wth smoothness, wtli a lack o 
muddle, and widi a lack of confusion, what has it 
done? It has shown that representative Government an 
Democracy' will work. If that is so in practice in our 
home affairs, then we have erected a great testimoni 
to the effectiveness of Democracy itself. The force o 
example is important to our oivn people by way o 
encouraging the retention of faith in Democracy on 
their part, but it is exceedingly powerful as an illustra- 
tion to the peoples of the countries of dictatorship. The 
dictatorships do things — some things that are good, 
many that are bad. Indeed, however many things they 
do that are good, they are not sufficient compensation 
for the loss of the liberties of the people in doing them. 
But when the dictatorship Powers do anytliing that is 
good they advertise it thoroughly. I believe they are 
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spent about £2,000,000 a year on direct 
did not do enough good things and they ^ 

them well enough. StiU they did some thmgs that ^^c ^ 
good, but did you hear anything much about me 
London County Council in those days? You ‘ 

almost might not have existed. Why? Because the 
Council feared to tell the people that public aumonty 
can be efficient. Those men at County Hall wr 
largely dependent for what work they did^ on pu 
officers employed by the Council, and said an 
you” to them in Committee; and then they went on a 
public platform and said, “A municipal official canno 
run a whelk staU.” That kind of thing is wong. it 
means that Democracy is discredited even by its^ 
representatives. If Democracy makes a mess of a jo 
is right that that mess should be exposed. At County 
Hall we now, if we make a mistake, think it is 
should be exposed. Touch wood! We never do! ut 
if we do good things week after week who is p^Y 
ing for those good things? The people of London. 
Who elected us to do the good things and gave us e 
chance? The people of London. Nay, more, who 
we dependent upon next time to elect us to go on wi 
the work? The people of London. So we at the County 
HaU said: Here is a great institution working in the 
service of the people of London, acting for them, doing 
a job of work for them, because the four and a quarter 
million cannot do it direct themselves. We are doing a. 
good job, doing it at least as well as the gas and 
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to know what their representatives are doing, 

“eS «here it tvodd be agreed tat .t wo^Oe 
contrary to the public interest that prematur p 

tion should take place. , . • 

Well, that is part of the force of example, a 
important that the nations and the peop ^ 
know. We must show that Democracy, ideatom, 
efficiency can live together. And they can. There is 
necessity for conflict between them. The examp ^ 
practical and efficient political party of soaal ^lo 
■worth a thousand wordy resolutions denouncing 
Government and expecting it to fall. The examp e o 
a well-led Government or local authority ^pn 
spirited, and above all, tidy in its work and incorrup 
ible, clean — is not less valuable than speeches an 
pamphlets denouncing Fascism and champiomng 
Democracy. It is all part of the force of example. ^ 
next Labour Government must not only be a Govern 
ment. It must look like a Government, and subject to 
the House of Commons, act like a Government, ^vl 
the rights of authority and power that ought to belong 
to Governments. The present Government is not domg 
that, but it ought to be doing it, even in the light o 
its own bad principles. If a Labour Government comes 
it must not only be a Government. It must walk about 
Britain like a Government. One of the first things 
said to my people when Labour got a majority nt 
County Hall was: “Remember, you are no longer a 
minority seeking concessions from the other side by 
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progress if there is to be a successful Government of tlie 
Left. It is profoundly important that it shall not ge 
into a muddle, that it shall not create chaos. Its po ^ 
must be such, and its administration should be sue , 
that it provides no excuse for economic and financi 
disorder ; it must be a Government of tidiness and goo 
administration ; on tlie other hand, if it meets peop e 
in tlie City or elsewhere who by illegitimate action, 
which in spirit is unconstitutional action, are see 'mg 
to upset the economic fabric of the State just as 
decisively as violent and forcible revolution would, en 
the representatives of Democracy must be ready to 
deal firmly and decisively with action of that kin , i 
that action comes. 

Capitalism in itself is a force that is of the greatest 
danger to Democracy. Capitalism has no soul and no 
principles. It is liable to be unscrupulous in its metho s 
when fighting in the last ditch. But as long as you have 
not only right on your side but efficiency and confidence, 
and as long as public opinion respects you, then you 
are in a position to deal wth any rebellious capitahsts 
or financial institutions. So it is important that capital- 
ism itself shall go as soon as we can make it go. As long 
as capitalism exists. Democracy is not safe. So if any 
future Labour Government has up to a point to choose 
between socialization on the one hand and social 
reform on the other, I would have it choose socializa- 
tion, because I think the sooner the nation is the 
decisive master of its economic resources, the sooner 
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of colonics to Germany merely in order that she may 
nationally exploit them is not a solution of the colom 
problem, and, of course, as we know from our owm 
experience, not a solution of the German economic 
problem itself. The economic problem is much wider 
than the colonial problem. Otlicrwisc, we would no 
have tlie distressed areas of South Wales, Lancas ire, 
the North-East coast, and the West of Scotland. 
Moreover, the German Government cannot grumble 
too much if in the light of the \vay in which it as 
treated its Socialists, Trade Unionists, Co-operators, 
Commimists, and Je%vs we arc not qiute sure that it 
would treat properly the native populations of colonia 
territories. 

But this we must say, that we are anxious for co- 
operation over that very wide field. It must, I think, 
be accompanied by military co-operation as well. It 
is no good shirking that issue. We are living in a worl 
of rather crude brutalities, and if the combination o 
peaceful Powers is to retain peace those Powers naust 
have not only enough arms, but they must be efficient 
in their direction of their military organization. They 
must be so powerful collectively in the military sense 
that the Fascist aggressive minority will see that to start 
an attack would be to invite failure avithin a reasonable 
time, with the risk of the dictatorships coming down m 
the midst of revolution within those countries. There- 
fore, that military strength would exist for the purpose 
of avoiding war, and not for the purpose of starting 
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happily, if you will not come, if you say you wiU only 
have justic; and equality by fighting for them tha 
you wU only have what you think you ought to hav 
bv pointing a pistol at us, we are sorry, ^ 

business i you. We cannot do trade with 
cannot have normal social relations wth you. ^d 
you do attack, we shall resist ^vith all the vast efftcU 
might that this combination of peaceful Powe 
got. We must and we shall defeat aggression. 

That is what disgusts me about NIr. Chamberlain, 
he had to go to Berchtesgaden and to Munich he cou 
have gone as representative of a vast combination o 
peaceful Powers. He could have spoken m those 
generous and noble terms, if I may say so, to the pcop 
of Germany. He could have had behind him not only 
the predominant military strength of a great combina- 
tion, but — more important — a peace sentiment a 
could have been built up on tlie basis of Arthur 
Henderson’s work in 1929-31. And he could have gone, 
not only as an equal, but as a moral leader of manfand 
in the world, because he could have had behind 
all those great moral factors that are as important as 
sheer military power. Given a wise foreign policy since 
1931, the Prime Minister could have done it. He di 
not. He had scattered the friends of peace. He went as 
the representative of a Britain that was just as semi 
detached as a villa in a Tory suburb ; and just about as 
impressive. 

So we could build the renaissance. Because the time 
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Is it the Governments of Democracy or, come to think 
of it, is it our own Government which is encircling 
itself by its own policy?” 

As soon as those peoples of the Fascist Powers know 
these things — and it is our business and our Govern- 
ment’s business to help them to know them — ^when that 
happens the time begins to come when cither Herr 
Hitler or Signor Mussolini or both must change tlieir 
policy and their tune, or they will go, for in the end 
popular opinion can influence- even dictatorships. 
Dictatorships cannot last if they really are acting 
against an informed and virile public opinion. The 
Fascist dictators would go and somebody else would 
come. Somebody better than they. A democratic 
regime might come. Well, would not that be a good 
thing? 

But, you see, what worries Mr. Chamberlain is this. 
He does not like Herr Hitler too much or Signor 
Mussolini. He probably says : “Yes, they are disturbing 
people, but if they go, who comes? After aU, Herr 
Hitler and Signor Mussolini have put the trade unions 
in their place, and the political Labom" Movement, and 
the Co-operative Societies.” If you were a nice class- 
conscious capitalist of the Chamberlain type would 
not you, subconsciously, have a little sympathy \vith 
Herr Hitler and Signor Mussolini? If you saw them 
going, would not you wonder whether those who were 
coming in their place would be as “sound”? You 
would; and, therefore, like Mr. Chamberlain, you 
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much as possible about the real facts of the world, and 
what the peoples of the world arc seeking. Let us liclp 
tliem to understand that cvcr>' one of us desires to live 
in tlic most complete friendship, peace, and co- 
operation witli tlic peoples of tliesc great nations. 

Moreover, I am not sure that tlic Ainctions of the 
Secret Sersacc ought not to be reriewed. I do not know 
whetlier we get entire value for our money. It is smd, 
and I tliink witli some tniUi, Uiat tlic British Secret 
Scrvacc is the finest in the world. Somehow it docs not 
have a nice flavour in our Socialist moutlis. But I can 
imagine some good work for tlic Secret Service in these 
more modem and diflicult conditions, and when 
foreign political agencies arc operating here. The 
problem is both to avoid war and to promote the 
triumph of reason and liberty. In this ivork our oivn 
Labour and Socialist International, knocked about, 
bruised, by these comings of dictatorship in country 
after coimtry — and now Czccho-Slovakia is out for 
tactical reasons for the moment, but it may mean more 
serious reasons later — our Labour and Socialist Inter- 
national needs overhauling, modernizing in its mctliods. 
It needs to be more capable of sivift interchange of 
information between the parties of the various countries, 
more swift in exchange of experiences, in order that 
policy can speedily be agreed in the interests of World 
Socialism and Democracy. 

Still, in the end, as I said earlier. Labour’s big task 
remains to ivin at home in this Britain of ours — ^with 
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solution or the latest invention to 

tion about somebody or something. That may a 
Sie zest of life, but it is not enough. We must each ask 

ourselves : What am I doing? n TnMTr; read 

It is not enough to read reviews. By all mean 
4em. but remember that *ey have 
downs and their moves this way and Aat fr 
week. That h part of their charm. That » r*y we 
reading them. But not only read review, 
yourselves also, for we who are Sociahste bdrag 
alone to ourselves. We are, if we are real Socialist, 
instruments of a finer purpose. It is not enough that 
•we mentally enjoy ourselves; not enoug ja. ij 

should be happy in reading divertmg books, it 
also necessary tliat we in our fives ^ball contnbute 
to the changing of the face of the earth and the build- 
ing of a new and better world. 
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